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former, and he had seen the wife he loved se 
in her last narrow bed. 

Master Hagh, as he was called then, was awny 
at the time, bat * will be aa true to him as 
you have been to us,” was the trust left to the old 
servant by his dead mistress ; and alace then he 
had ever looked a Mr, Girenstein as litvle 
more than a sou & little less than 4 . 0d, the 
while he would as soon have exp: ted to have 
poverty wadey the Hall where the ivy 

ae himself from ths family of whick 
had become a part. 

Ip was all comiog back to hia memory now as 
fe always did at this time of the year, As he 
shuffled alowg the tesseliated floor of the passage 
which led to the honsekeoper’s room, “ How time 
flies,” and, "ke seems but yesterday,” being 
sentences which he jerked out os he wen? 


g: 
Mra, Grath was standing before the fire when 
he entered, the while a copper urn was hissing on 


the table, and a savoury, smell pervaded the 


epertment, which had the effect of bringing 
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Thouias back to the present, and for a shorts time 
putting fram his miad the events of thag dlaps- 
trous year. 
7 ‘morning; Mrs. Grath,’ he said, 
advancing, his bones rattling audibly, owlng to 
the difference of the temperattre,” “This te 
winter, and no mistake,” 

“Very seasonable, Mr, Cross,” was the reply ; 
“bud foramy part | hate the col? weather, and 
when I see the lawn all white, asi ls now, I 


always think of that night, now seventeen years [ 


ago,” and Mrs. Grath sinddered as she re 
the cup ahe had lifted to her Mpa. 

Thomas did cot reply for a moment°or two ; 
he was thinking too, and then he raised hie 
withered face, whera the wrinkles lay so thick 
and deep, & moisture gathering over the lustreless 


eyes. 

"* Will it always be the same, 1 wouder, Mra, 
Grath 1” he said. 

** Heaven only knows,” was the reply ; ‘ some- 
times I think no, and them just ae 1 hope for 
ahe best something occurs, such as thie, for 
inatance,” and she looked towards the window, 
from which nothing was to be seen but. the pure 
white snow, forming a fairy landscape ax It rested 
on branch and without, 

‘''The master knows best, of course, 
aid, aftera pause. “Bat I don’) think {0 was 
pres 5. and Miss Evie coming home too, poor 
chiid,” ‘ 

“Well, it wae s difficult thing to know what to 
do, and had we been tn his plate, maybe we 
sbould have done the tame, and as for the 
she ls as Ignorant of facts as when she w 
left motherless babé{n my atms, The 
sited’ Gb’he Pintins Ceuta 
fitted up in Parielan style, I he 
chat Hid p perfect Maths Paeataclitien a he 
that ® per. 8 : can 
wo opinions about ft. I wonder What time the 
will arrive 1” wt oat 

‘There aré only two brains from 
copay they'll come by the one reac 


sa raileene 
atal The 60 

no mistake fptbe ‘\ aad ‘Thomas, having 
finished his ap emily . rheu- 
matic limbs allow Rint) and left room 


to a that his eee ree catried out, 

re, Grath only #teyed a talnutes & 
the paper she usnally look 
instance on this cocasion being put 
the while she gave directions for the table 
cleared as ahe preceeded to ascend the stairs 
led to the reoms above. 

Id was nod the=ptinolpal staircase 
from the large entrance hai! up which she! ’ 
bat one from the back part of the rwhich 
led through a baize door studded With nails 


to the same , dividing the gallery which 


faced the rooms on efther side and looked down 


on the hall beneath, 


They were mostly bed-chambers, 


the re- 
ception-rooms 


being chiefly on the ground-floor, 


mental parterres, but those used constantly were 
on the right, while the left wing, or gabie-end, 
a4 Ib was styled, were left unocoupled, with the 


, who 

was supposed to retain them for its sole accom: 
Bat although all the servants shonned that 
portion of the house as sbey would the plague. 
only one housemaid deciared she “had” beard 
enting. oak dithetling ont that there wae 
y singing there one nighd when she 

wen) upstairs to do the bedrooms: Mrs, Grath 
void: her ehe was # fool, and if she adhered to 


: 
F 
F 

rie 


better, So the next day she: packed 
and wend, still convineed of the tra 
atatement, 

Te wae nod to that atde that the housekeeper 
now went, but to the other, where 
had been pub in readiness to raceive the young 
lady who wae to return home that day, a8 also 
Mr. Gagh himself, whe bad for some tiue been 
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| bright fire was b fn the grate of the. 
A bright fire » anke Si oe aS 


bitie-room, 95 the) colour of {te 
0 ve " 4 -hine 
Got tas Kall totes bod week ahogs ot ine 


hangloge 
same a See * those which 


dhlaking. “‘Showna a pretty cbila, vad shes, shop 
oe waa & pretty t shen, 

say, pretty children grow up plain.” 

Bat that was nob She an with Evie Giren- 
stelp, whom the honsekeeper could not in her 
wildest dreams have {magined 
such beanty, for that was what she told Thomas, 
when, « few bours after, they were discussing the 
young lady who had just arrived, 

Of course, ahe scarcely knew them, she was se 
young when she was sent away, and ten years 
hed ieft thelr {mpreasion deep.on the aged faces 
of the old servants, 

**Sarely, Eyfe, yon remember Mre. Grath, who 
used te spoll you so terribly that I wae obliged 
for your own sake to withdraw you from £ 
irretrievably ruined 1'’ her father said, laughirg, 


hwhen the bousckeeper came up to have just one 


Sd the Mttle girl 


lotk, as she stammered ou 
ehe 6x arme, and then 


had so often carried In 
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of Evio'r; and thet he came forward. 


“What do youvthink of our Metié girl, Mire! 


Grath |’ he asked,“ 


be 


she bluehed, hoping she wou!d not think her too Ho, 


necended to her room, where 
her. 


bis own rovm, ‘anti be heard her elose or 


— Matiide; go to & lady's room 
‘ 5 eur youn . 
What are o Sing a a 
* Te'oveld Bot Ban pat, 
'} you It’ must have bees ond of the 





nition 


He smiled sadly, stooping the while to Impress 
& kiss on the up y Thomas 
)amnogaced that dinner waa 


had 
ery mage yg ey experience after 


ourney, it was nearly midnight before she 
nded to sllde awaited 


" Poor, dear papa and I had sc much to talk 


about, I had no idea it was so late,” she sald, 

when she saw how weary the little French 
| appeared. 

a . * long, Matilde, but why didu’h, you. go, ic 
a ” $ ; 


“I am so sorry to have kept you 


“TI did for one leetle while, Mademolselle, and 


then I did hear you play; and I went quite softly 
to where you. can nee over in de hall, dap I might 


hear you better.” cs 
“It was so cold, you must have been frozen i’ 
"© Oh, no, dere are s0 moosb 


fire here, I uo feel ‘<ol@} an’ den I hear you 
.{ ing, bot It wae Engilab, and me no ander- 


Rene ome So eo 


Zod thudt have dream tt," 
) live wilt eung & note this 6 i. 


ibe sald, “for T 


“Ob, wo oleelie, 1 leaned” over’ de 
Bitinister, a4 jaet when you Mire. Grech, 
de old’ ikdy With black ‘tatin and chain, 


one door bebind, aud she sy,— 


here { 
“beet me,’ ie, Lied 
mir,” 
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her mistress, giving voice to the conviction that 
it was che whom ahe had heard sloging, and. no 
kn 


6 retura of the happy schooldays she had spent 


ry 
a od before pg ge had set fn, 
#0 deep a gloom: over the sarroundings 
that Matilde declared she should destroy her- 
self ff something dld not carn up to eniivea 


A thaw had followed. on the heavy snow that 
had fallen, m: the roads almost 
aud the gress w the dead leaves lay one 

of wed and slash, 

“I wish {) would freeze! There would, abt 
least, be some skating |” and Evis beat an im- 
patiend tattoo on the window-pane aa she looked 
out on the miserable prospect, bemoaning and 


gram ad the rain which beat so oh 
on the o side. shai 
” so tived-of Crome Hall?" 
Ib was Mr, Glrenstein, who had entered an- 


onserved, and advanced.to where hie daughter 
still ebood. ' . 

She turned round with a start, 

“ Nob of Cromae Hall, papa dear, bub the rain 
{b Is 80 wearying!” and ahe looked again on the 


dreary avpect. 

jc is dull, my darling!" he said, kindly ; 

; so I bave brought this to ask you how 
shall anawer it?” snd he held towards her an 


Bat 
throw 
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which followed so quickly on, I rebel egains sven 
Heaven | ’’ ; , 

Hoe bad drawn her towards him egain, istilng 
his hand stroke the aunny waves of her yellow 
hair, the while he looked down on the face so 
Itke her mother’s, the Hnes made by his terrible 
auffering showing but teo plainly on his drawn 
features, 

“Tam so aorry, dear papa’; but you will not 
love mo leas, will you f” 

He made her no answer; he could not bring 
hie lips to: speak a He, and yet he could not find 
fo ia his heart to tell her that love with him was 
dead, buried in the grave of the past, leaving 5 
memory, aud that was all, 

Se he looked more kiadly on the protty face 
aT hove babing tb b 

' ve not tb me now bat you, my 
child,” 

He made ae if to add something alee, bub 
utopped suddenly, and then turned aside, but not 
before Evie had noticed how terribly pala he bad 
become, 

** Are you not well, papa dear!” she asked, 

“Only a momentary palo,” and he put hig 
hand on his heart, “It catches me hare some- 
times ; bub ft is gone now.” And with s strong 
effort he mastered those foalings which’ were 
betraying him so in the traces they left on his 
countenanes, 

“To fe fixed for the seventeenth,” he aald, md- 
denly referring to the ball « week before Christ- 
mas, and just ten days from this, ‘“ How abont 
your dress ? But there, I euppose you aud Matilde 
can srracge all that, I providing the needful. I 
should wish {telmple thongh costly, Evle—one 
enitable to your years.” 

“Why, paps, you are quite a Connoisseur in 
dress,” she replied, iaugh'ng. 

“has touaginn Uae oper SinaIIGE Melget Sa 
to te eyes $ and 
— , adding so much to her beauty that 

ugh had no fear but that ber fresh 
loveliness woald hold its own amfd all that 
would t ttaelf In that garden of girls from 


T which Aabrey would not fall to select her 


_ Her ladyship had been o beauty in her youth, 
and allaround Aubrey Court was beautiful, she 
still retaining her love for everything lovely in 
creation, averring a greater pleasure fn the socleby 
of the young than of those who had arrived at 
wae: Tan yoncblh ye id if,” she Id 

‘lam very old myself, wou 
say, thougt ate was barely » ‘*and I don't 
want to be reminded of it by seeing old age in 
the faces of my friends. My glavs tells ms 
quite enough ; consequently I look fn it as little 
aa I can, and feast my eyes on the youth it ls 
sow the tarn of others to aujoy, the while is 
carries my mind back to what mine was,” 

¥ mammas with ble 


and many were the surmises as to which flower 
them would be 


tal, young goardeman who called 
mother. 


He was home on leave now, and Jb was on the 
ocension of his attalning his majority that the 
hal! was given. : 

“* How fortunate it fs that your birthday did 
not fall a week Iater, Lionel,” Lady Aubrey sald, 
when, the anawers to the invitations she 
had ie ashe es aay ope popes 3a 

t) acceptances, son, the w 
with his back to the fire, looking out on the bare 
frees, on which the mow 


was to 
; ee ag, miserable as he tee 
|! Why 90, mother!” he asked, endeavouring 


ote Glroartela would not have been amongst 
ony guests,’ 


- @ Oly td that all!” and selecting a cigar from 
his case, be looked at ft affectionately, bit the aud, 
oe. (4 ' 
"Ts that all!” ber ladyship repeated... And 
‘tell yon she le the mosb luyely igirl I havs seen 


I 
for many: poate 





* Admitted, mother clue, if you my so,’ he 
‘returned, with a wuile; "but why should tho 


eve 
daughters were ever made welcome at the Court, | iaraer and 





date of my advent affect her moyomenta in, that 
respect }’ 

It was.the day Hagh Girenstela ioat.bia.gon, 
his wife's death following closely on; and, antil 
now, he has never been known $0 visit since, and 
I do not believe, even as it fs, had fb been auy- 
ona eles, he would have accepted the presenf to 

tation; but we are auch old friends,. your 
father and be being at ‘ Christ's’ together, aad 
I thought {t.such a shame be should shut thas 
little girl op. eebe was dolag, so insisted on his 
lordship writing to aim.” 

‘' And tha pater has succeedad iy drawing kim 
out of bis ahell t’’ Lionel Interrupted. 

“Qn. this ogcaaion, you; and £ hope fp wil! 
only prove the means of bis never retarning to 
it, .Ridloulons! a ms withdrawing bimsel! 
trom all ao¢lety because wrauble—which comes to 
all fa some shape—shoald have visited him, fn, 
may be, a severer form !’”’ by 

“ How old was his son then, mother, when, he 
lost bina $” 

‘© A child of three; but {> was ths death he 
met with that so affected his father, [ belleve, 
and the sorrow which followed on.” 

“Whyt Was. be, murdered, or whart” 
Lionel asked, 

Bat before Lady Aubray could repiy, bis lord- 
ship entered the room to say he had ordersd the 


| carriage for two o'clock, and he ghould like her 


to accompany him to Worminsier, to give ber 
opinion in the selzction of some new, furniture 
he . intended ng, also to give orders 
respecting the decorations for the ball-room, 

** Are you coming, Lionel?’ be said, turning 
to Sia son. 

“TI thlak not, father,” and the young «ioer 
seated himself on a couch by the fire, feeling it 
even tao muck exertion to burn the loaves of the 
volome he had taken up with, the Intentlor of 


reading. 

He wished them a pleasant drive when her 
ladyship returned ready. equipped for bhe jour- 
ney; and then, as the wheels grated on the 
gravel, be took from bis. pocket the weed he bad 
recently prepared for smoklog, throwlog -himeecif 
back la lezy juxariousness the while for the full 
enjoymen®’ of the aame. 


ee oe 


ORAPTER Il. 


Worminstes waa a town of fo ee dimen: - 
alonas, —gince ® rallway been made 
from peg ti Ps sa Tas senge of importence 
which It lacked before, notwithetanding that is 
had tts. Town Hal, Assembly Rooms, Police 
Station, and all the accessories necessary bo the 
extent of ita population, 

Every requisite. was to be met with a. Wor- 
minster, the shops caualling those of obher 
places whare thé atreetw, though they might be 
: mora. numerous, could nob boasd of 


i | now looked bo advantage, in thelr dis- 
poy Cartstmas goods, and euch fairy fabrics 
o the way of dress. material for which there 
would be mos call d the festive season, 
and the vacation having a y..net in, there 
was quite an In@ax of the fashionable world to 
the little town. 

Lady Aubrey had with bis lordship made their 
selection ab Mapleson's, and the order bad been 


given to the ¢ an. to drive to. Swan and 
Swan, the largest ostablishmen’ in the 
sce, whore ber ip alighted, and she was 
the act of some velyots when she 


became aware of a.youthfal voice desiring to be 
shown some materisie for bail dresses, iu close 
proximity to where eha was seated. 
‘Why, Evie Girenstein{!" she exclaimed, 
tusning round, “1 shought I could not. be pale- 
where 


taken, and pape t : 

*T jafp him ot the library, whore be latends 
remelaicg until | have completed my purchases,” 
Evie replied, “while a sense of d . 
ment passed over har countenance as she added, 
“T wanted bim, to hero, with me, bug he 
sald he knew. ing about women’: dregs, aud 
Matilde would.be far, mors, useful, and really, 
Lady Aubrey, J. know a0 little how to, choose, 
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and think after sll I had better leave It to 
Madame Louise to provide material and all that 
fo requisite. I wae never at a ball before, and 
as to selecting my own dress I know no more 
about it than a baby.” 

“Shall I help you'” her ladyship ssked 
kindly, noting that the teare had risen to Evie’s 
pretty eyes, 

‘' Ob! dear Lady Aubrey, I should think lt 
so kind,” the girl snawered, the cloud vanishing, 
which had thrown sach a gloom over ber young 
face, and when they left the shop orders were 
given that Evie’s carrisge should return for her 
father, the while her ladyship ted on her 
entering here, where Lord Aw was still 


Madame Lonise's’ was the direction given, and 
the footman had touched his hat, prior to mount- 
ing, when & gentioman advauced to the aide, and 
a pal of laughing hazel eyes looked on the occu- 

ts within, 

“ You bere, Lionel ! 


I thought you intended 
remaining a1 home,” 


“And so I did, but changed my mind. five 
minutes after, ordered the Bigck Prince'te be 
saddied, and arrived at Worminster almost ae 
soon aa your ladysbip,” and he laughed. 

“You are incorrigible,” his mother srailed, 
a reficction of the saucy smile which played 
beneath his tewny moustache, and then she tu- 
young companion, 

He raised bis hat, then held out his hand to 
Evie, who placed hers within it, whilet a rose 
blush suffused her face, mounting to her 
tempier. 

**T am so glad to have mes you, Miss Giren- 
wteln,”’ he said. “Lady Aubrey has spoken of 
you eo often, that I feel we are quite old friends.” 

But Evie only bluehed the more, exalling the 

while, and Lionel thinking how sweetly Innocent 
and pretty she looked, when his lordship remind- 
ing them that it was growing late, and his horses, 
for which he had » great consideration if they 
bad uot, were catching cold, they moved on, 
Lionel saying he would be at the Courd as soon 
as they were. 
« Hugh Girenstein wae awaiting hie daughter 
at the library where Lady Aubrey’s message had 
oen delivered to him, and when they drove up 
he came down the stepe to meet them. 

“ You are looking ten years younger than before 
fivie came home,” she told Hugh, when, the 
girl having alighted to her father’s alde, he was 
thanking her for having taken such an interest {n 
her. ‘You must now do your part In forgetting 
pd 75 for her sake, Remember, {t ts your 

erty.” 


He did not reply, further thas to press her hand, 
bat thinking all the while they were ages 
homeward. “ duty to forget,” she saye, 
that dreadful 
at his heart- 

The seventeenth came at last—too soon for 


m like a worm jor ever guawing 


him still, makiog a mockery of what the world 
called ex joyment. 
Qnly for @ momend a gleam of satiafaction 


gif 
around her rounded throat, the only ornament 
abe wore, 
Ail eyes were turned in their direction, when 
shortly after Lady Aubrey received them, in the 
room already filled with 





were to follow ; and then they paired off, soft 
laughter and the hbhubbub of many voices 
talugling with the strains of the music. 

The card room bad got {te occupants too ; and 
Evie, whom as great ally of Lady Aubrey had 
taken under her wing, having no daughters of her 
own, Was soon surrounded by sspirants desiring 
to claim her as a partner, 

* Pray don’t leave me ont in the cold!” « 
voice sounded over her shoulder; and, 
she discovered Lionel, who had been eviden' 
watching her, as she pencilled againat the different 
dances, with a mock misery visible on his 
countenance, 

"The next is a valse, Will you promise me 
that!” and then taking her card, he placed his 
name against all thad yet resained unclaimed, 
returning it with s emils. 

“What audacity!” Lady Brebington said, 
looking over it in rome goon mune Sow 
brought a saucy laugh to nel eyes 
yous and then offering his arm he 
his partner beyond reach of her ladyship’s 
ears, 


‘© You are not cross, are you)” he asked, 
‘‘ebooping down untill his moustache almost 
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her friend. 

**¥ would like to remain bere a little while, if 
you please, dear Lady . The heat of the 
ballroom has made me fee) i” 

* Yes, sit here, my " Lady Brebingion 


a 





said, ‘You are as white av death,” ond taking 
Evie’s hand withia her own declared [6 was a; 
cold as ice, ‘That naughty boy has been whir). 
fog you round as though you were # teetotum, 
Ib really ts too bad," 

Tt was aot the dancing which had had the 
effect on her, she told Lady Aubrey, but she was 
80 Upaccustomed to excitement, 

Nevertheless, vende ans | rag a should 
undergo no further fatigue, after rested 
awhile, taking her to the catd-room, where she 
could quietly watch the 

"Let me tell your ttle friend's fortune, Lady 

her bare 
shoulders, which were white and plamp, 
whilet she her on one skies thas 


Evie t draw a chair near her own, 
pony “ovina was considered so cleyer in 


divaiging the future by ald of the cards thay 
several of the fair sex now gathered round her, 
as she gave them a shuffle, previous to dis- 
ing Evie’s. 

“ A cloudy morn betokens ® bright day,"’ she 
commenced, while oue by one she laid the carde 
before her; after, according to her directionz, 
had cut them three times. “The love 
will be true ae the Heavens, but 
crows your patb, and ab times you 
fate iteelf; bud that which 
fier will nob be of your own 


vzled, dear,” she sald, gatber- 
again ; “‘shoffle and cut 
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never had them turn up so. sbrangely,” ahe 
“Oat once more,” and 9 she com- 


Lond 


from the tabie, 


their return, and Matilde, who-had snatched 
a short sleep on the sofa inher 's boudoir, 
was in readiness-to receive her when the carriage 
drove ap to Crome Hail. 

Bat anxious as A ee Se ees cooly wag wa 
young lady’s conques AG 
made, she was to disappointment, Brie 
feeling not only too weary to enter Into details, bat 
ne and the bade ciltivanied 
the one 
Seo 
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would not hear of my postponing my call till 
later fn the day.” 


Evie thanked him Ing how kind Lady }. 
Aubrey was, and as that hands med, the colour 


.| eraotion, he let bis eyes reab on his daughter ; 


did my brother dis?” she asked ab 
He removed hie geze then from the blasing 
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would have asked him more he only shuddered 
at all [i brought to his memory. 

* And I suppose you will be wanting to leave 
me after awblie!"” he sald, when, restraining bis 


“€ but, my poor child, it cannot be |” 

Re let bis hand pass over her yellow bair then, 
she looking up tearfully the while, sorrow for 
his sorrow mingling with the love she felt for 
Lionel, and the fear which her father’s words 
had engendered, 

Bat he told her no more. And so the daye 
fe a on,- Lady Aubrey, a9 much ae she could, 

ringing the young people together, aod telling 
Haugh if he raleed any objection that he was 
most selfish, He had had his day, why should 
they nod have theirs} And if they loved tach 
other, what obstacle could there be to thelr 
marrying } 

His lordship wished nothing so much as that 
thelr faroilles should be thus united, and {2 he 
(Hugh) withheld bis consent, she should consider 
ip an insult to themeelves. 

And so, ad last, notwithstanding ail, Mr. 
Girenstein gave lls sanction, and It became a 
published fact that Evie and Lionel were he- 
trothed to each other, 

Even Mra. Grath, who, being a privileged 
servant, was taken into her master’s confidence, 
told him she wae glad to hear it ; bat when she 
in turn confided it to old Thomas, be raised his 
eyebrows {cn astonishment, rattled hie bones is 
every joint, and sald if he were Mr. Girenstels 
he’d make a clean breast of it beforehand. 

"I think you are right, Thomas,” the other 
said, when, later op, he had knocked a} the lbrary- 
door, where Hugh was, and, on being told to 
enter, did so; entering aleo on the subject at once 
that was uppermost in his mind, being 20 anxious, 
as he told hie master, to save him the mizery tb 
mighb cause in the future, 

“And poor Miss Evie, so innocent of all, afr,” 
he argued, “and to my Idea {t's ber, Mr, Hugh, 
who'd have to suffer most.” 

Bat Hugh did not answer; he was thinking 
what he would say to Lady Aubrey, to Lionel, 
and even to Evie herself. How could he tel! her 
of that dreadful barrier which stood between her 
and love ? 

** T think you are right, Thomas |” he repeated, 
aa the old servant still pressed the poind ; “ bub 
you must give me time to turn Ib all over in my 
mind before I act.” 

“To tarn {b over in my mind,” he repeated 
again, as if it were not always before his eyes, and 
he langhed, bitterly. ''Oh, Heaven! will it ever 
erased from my memory }” 

He seemed to have forgotten Thomas's 
presence—forgotten all in. that moment of his 
great agony but the skeleton, which seemed to 
meet him at every tury, the secret of bis life, 
which bad made him an old man fo the prime of 
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t he sonld nob forget, even when his 
was. greatest, how he had ones loved— 
now the remembrance of what had 


even 
then he thought of his innocent Evie, whom 
fired madness of his grief he bad doter- 
to hate, but now be pitied, if he did not 
ly love her, aad rather would he follow her 
grave than that she should know one-tenth 
milsery which had been his. 

© lifted his head then. 

*You can go now, Thomas,” he eald ; “' but, 
ber, only from my lips le Miss Eva to know 
Walt a moment, though, 1) mat 
twelve, and this le Christmas Eve, fs iv 
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become. 
“I have a little writing to do,” he answered, 
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“ atter which I shall go to reat.” 





Bat still the old man remained, and, notwith- 
standing Hugh’s commands that he should leave 
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in Bis sleep he bad’ falter from: 
bis netwery window, and’ waa “discovered 
morning with the shew wrésths forping around’, 
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-}ietaire pest her own room—the gne Hagty ‘had 
: 


‘bye; for the felt it-was her presence | 
w wa throwing euch a gloom over the entire. 
household. ve 4 
““"'T caght nob to have come," she said, when 
pape f klesed ‘her ‘ad last, ‘Ib wae 
selfish; , to: make you all so’unhappy.” 


tal) 8 Th-would havemiade no difference, wy dear! |. 


we heard of ‘your trouble almoss as soon ay: 
‘yOu’ knew “of f> yoursel’, and could nob have 
enjoyed otirselves with a friend lying dead v0 


Pf mear}” 


hand-pressore 
caked carry with her, to give her strengttrix the 
Mrs, Geath was fn the entrance-hall when she 

her of ber wreps with all 


‘| returned; divesting 
| ‘tite tenderness and love of » devoted cervant. 


* Fou will lei me see him nowy won't yout’ 
Evie aaked, Oe Pe 
| [Wwdwo the old! hoavekeeper led her up the 


' of ® woman-— 











and visitors were allowed, going beracif to see 
thow sadly changed she had become fn those last 
fow weeks succeeding Hugh’s death. 

Mrs. Grath faveriably mei her ladyehip when 
her carriage drove mp te the Hall, herself con- 
ducting her to Evie’s room, 

It was on one of these) cecasions that Lady 
\Anbrey: noticéd how:terribly excited dhe. poor 
‘old:woman was. : ' 

* Mixa Evie, ake is nob woree,: is she i” she 
asked, her first thouglid flying to the Httie 
invalid. 

‘Noy my lady, it fe aint that,” she auswered, 
wringing her hands the while, ‘‘ but—~—” and 
then she étopped. 

‘You | can trast: me; Grath;” -her ‘iadyship 
anid 3 "your late ‘maste® and «I were grea 
friends,’ and she‘ placed ‘her: tiny gloved baad 
on the wrigkied one of the he é 

‘I did not know, my lady,” and she still 
hesitated even then,’ fearfal to -bheteay the trust 
of the dead may, 

“You have been faithivl servants, yon and 


to |, Thomas, and hia) last thetgits was that you 

ah that he’ had alwayw ocenpied; be now 
‘lay tei hie'tao’ long sleep, 

.|) Bat when they entered, Evieutiered s cry of 

tertér,andeven Mre. Grath started asin the 

“cae alge Rie ro? 


d never know, in’ one ‘wente, that he was 

“Yes, veo, my lady, I know that,” aad ihe 
tears gushed to the lustreless oyde ; “he left vs 
well provided for~Thomas and I. ‘We-hsve no 
care like that,” the houackeepor continued, 
thinking Lady Aubrey had mictaken the trowbie 
she even then fearsd to convey. 

‘* He aleo eutrusted you with o anced drnet, 
the burden of which you had borne, in anteon 
with himself, for years,” ahe continued... fell 
me, fedt in connection with thad you are now 
troubled?’ and she» locked. kindiy into the 
withered face, down which the sears were now 


ieee : 

* You know then, zag lady }” ihe poor woman 

sobbed, and I thougtt lb wae only us two,” 
"The night your master died,” Lady Aubrey 

replied, ber, voloe abaking’ with emotion, * he 

| wrote .a-.:-brief outline of the history of hiv Ute, 


)} directing it to me; for, honourable to the inst, 


he would net permit our families to be allied’ by 
marriage without my being fr full possesion -ot 
facta, Tel] me now, without hesitation, what-is 
this freah tronbie; that I may do all in my power 
to relieve it?” 

hBhe fe gone, my lady, and Lau tn a dreatifal 
fear, for there’s nob a ndok or corner {n' the 


||, house that we have not searched, and te ‘no 


P 

Her ladysh!p looked very grave. 

“ When did you frat miss her }”” she asked, 

“ Phis afternoon, ny lady, not long before you 
came. I had juct been in to see Mise. Bvle, when 
hearing the dcor leading’ to the Gable Hind 
e@loging backwarde and forwarder, I wondered 
how it,could be, feeling sure I bead looked it on 
/pasing through a short time before ; hut on 
putting my hand into my pocket E foend the key 


| waa not thers, co knew I mused have loft i in the 


lock, and, on golug back to see, found euch) wax 
the.cate, I did mot-give ib much heed, though, 
not until later, on discovering, to my disniay, 
that the room ehe ocoupied. was vacant,” 
‘\Haye you been to thed Me, Giraneteln 
to bis own ase?” 


|, {SPhere fe neta cormer in. the-whole hours, my 


» Ehave not sovghs ont,” 
i} workt wat; inquiries belong sek oo food by 
‘her ladysbip to ascertain whether astrangs woman 


-| had been seen in the neighbourhood, 


Bat fo waa of mo pvall,, Theo unfortunate 
‘ereature who bad been the: housekeeper'’a tole 


2} charge fore mapy years bad)as compleicly dieap- 


peared as though she had never been. 


OHAPTER Yi, 


Bur on Mrs, Grath her disappearance bad she 
greatest effect,» Hvis, who had uever kuown of 
her existence, had dering: thore threo week's 
that had.elapsed alnes hor fether’s funeral gradu- 
ea A to health, t 

was still very pale and thin; and when 





her mind—~which io would: do ab time-—-re- 
courted te the events preceding hei’ [llneer, the 
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useless postpon 
wedding longer, Hagh’s death having up to then 
anawered as am excuse fo the young people for the 


weather was still intensely cold, even 
more so than ab Christmas, nobwitstanding that 
the trees had already commeaced to burst forth 
into leaf ; whilst the snow, as 


wa for which Mra, Grath 
called, ona of the under- 


servants had told her, who wanted bo see her on 
And so she was shown into 





FOUND WANTING. 
—0e— 


, Laure, what have you decided! 
this you have had time to make up your 


was a well-dressed. middle-aged 

broker, residing In Wareton. The 

addressed was his nicce, Laure, « lovely 

seventeen, 

indeed, a beantifal creature, with her 

clear complexion, and light chestnut 

in showers down her shoulders, and 

Pipa chambengatiods ete Oe 
te ns, Ww 

was like that of a queen. 

Yes, uncle,” she answered, pale but firm. '‘1 

have decided.” 


“To favour of Gay Sartorie.” 

beggarly young @alt, who smells 
so strongly of bilge-water! Faugh ! surely you 
do net mean it ?” 

“ Uncle, I will not hear him insulted, He is 
noble, h poor, and some of these days you 
will acknowledge it.” 

" Tisten, Laura, I have done the best I conld 
for you ever since you were left a wee child in m 
charge. Your mother, on her denth-bed ane 
me never bo oppose any choice you might make 
in a love matier, provided the object was not a 
rascal. Now, this Guy, ‘beggarly salt’ though he 
be, I do nob think is a bad man. Helis, however, 
a sloven and a lazybones, otherwise he would be 
something more, ab his than the mere 
captain of a merchant veesel. He acknowledged 
to me that he has hardly anything laid up In the 
bank. Now, there is young Treherne, who ls not 
as old as he by several years, and yet has ten 
thousand pounds {fu cash and lands. What do 
you think of that 1” 

“T think,” snawered Laura, as abe reflected on 
the man’s sneaking qualities of character, 
_ aconer have Gay without e shilling than 
Treherne with a million of pounds,” 

ome, crled Mr. Stone, her uncle, 
impatiently. ‘‘As I was going to say, your 
mother exacted from me the promise I have 
mentioned, and which of course, I shall keep. 
Nevertheless, I shall not settle a penny on you if 
you marry thet sailor, whereas, If you take 
. Teeberne——” 

*' Peay, uncle,” luterrupted Laars, civilly, " do 
not mention bis name ¥ ae 

"I will mention ib!” cried the exasperated 
uncle. “ Treherne is a amart fellow, brimfnl of 

boeldes other good qualities.’’ 
we Cow | hid 

“Yer. Youtake aman who, like him, com- 
menced on almost nothing and hac attained a 
_ and you may beanre that he ly a man of 
5 ,”” 

Leste Sale Sale. Sat ce ated ee hed nob 

opinion of Treherne’s courage. 
uncle, provoked by that smile, angrily left 


ah 
the room. 
cate bis eonate pear gg 
necessary a in 
Treberne, hearing thai he was going, resolved 
to accompany bim. 
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At that period steam veseals were not as plenti- 


fal as are vow. The was to be made 
fae nelle ash sais 





and « shining beaver with an enormous tim, 
according to the then prevalling fashion. 
Ph ge wes biting ble nails; ho looked 


** What are you doing here }" thundered Stone, 
walking straight up te Guy. - 

“Ob, how do you do, alr!” said the ceptatu, 
fo his rough, shaggy cost, resembling a young 
bear, as he bowed to Stone. Then terning to 
his manta, "A pull on those weather-braces, Mr, 


“ Ay, ay, oir!” answered Sims, a short, stout 
fellow, wearlog a brown ees jacket, and having 
enormous bow legs, 

"So you command this ship!” said Stone. 

“ Yes, air. That will do, Mir, Sins.” 

“Well, then,’ crled Stone, fo a rage, ‘ail I 
have to is that, had I known it before, I 
would not have taken passage in the ven.” 

**T am sorry, then, you did not kuow it,” said 
Gay, coolly, “ However, you could not have tome 
aboard a faster ship,” he added, glancing round 
him with an air of pride, 

Stone turned away scowling, and went below. 
** Next time I shall be careful to perticnlarly 
inquire the name of the captain of whatever 
veueel I am. to take & berth fp.” 

Days passed. Treherne occasionally found an 
opportunity to speak to Laura, and was nov 
slow to improve ft. The girl Ustened to him 
through mere civility, and but for his tonate 
conceit, he nalght easily have perceived that his 
absence was always more sgreeable than his 


company. 

“IT think I’m making progress,” be said one 
day to Stone. 

“Do you really, my boy? You mash keep io 
up. Don’t let that bear of a captain got ahead 
of you,” 

There was, Ja reality, nothing of the bear 
about Gay except his cost, which wae made of 
the skin of thatanimal. He wae « sbrong, active, 
healthy young fellow, with clear eyes, and a 
volce that could make iteelf heard above the 
thander of @ harricane. 

One day, when the vessel was within three days’ 
sail of the American coast, a terrific gale pounced 
upon the good ship, almost withoul warning. 
She jast gave one larch, burying her lee-rail, 
then up again with a jerk, as her three top- 
gallant-salls, torn like rags from the yards, 
were scooped up by the wind and carried eut of 
sight. 

“ Steady, there} Mind yourself at ihe wheel!” 
howled Sartoris, through his teebh. 

Then his agile form was seen swinging fer up 
tuto the rigging by a rope, an axe in his hand. 
Oae blow, and the main-topsal! sheet which, like 
a snake, had wound itsel? round the masb, 
threatening to jerk it over, was severed In 
twain, 

In obedience to the young man’s orders, the 
men, dashing aloft, soon had all the sail fn, 
exceph a close-resfed foresail and a topmasy 
stayaall. 

So there was the ship, now tearlag along, 
groaning like a wounded lion, through the mad 
waters, which flew up to her very trucks. 

In admiration of the sublime scene, Laura 
stood near the weather-rail. Not far off wes 
Sohens Sane we and also gazing out 
upon the waters, 

** What a terrible storm! and how high the 
waves run |” sald Laura. 

“You,” answered Treherne; “bat, do you 
know, I would like no better fon than to be tose- 
ing about upon their white crests for the sake of 
a good swim,” 

Laura had heard somewhere that Treherne 
was an excellent swimmer, 


Rf mann Cowen aaa that i”’ she said. 
a? on ” 
Mh you try now,” she ‘sald, with aly 


nm 
ail one bath this ” anawered 
“and I heard a doctor say that It was 
nob good to take too many. I *s therefore 
care to do the thing, you know, unlem Ib was 
absolutely necessary.” 
The vessel was now pitching violently. 





*Tb makes 1 dizzy,” sald Laura, “I. 
40 below.” 
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ft were golng to % 

." murmured Laura, patting a hand 
to her brow, aa her brain fairly swam, * 
**Took out there !" rang ‘fn ‘a hoarse scream: 
through the véesel, when cr-rash ! came'a sea— 
& great mountainous wall of water, sweeping the 
vessel fore and aft. 


Thore waa a sername from Len it 


away by the tand waters—far Away to leeward. 

“My nlece!..Ob, Heaven! my niece!” 
screamed Stone, who had thrust his head 
through the companion-way ust In time to seq 
the girl dleappear, 3 . 

A boas! @ boat!” cried Tceherne, running 
hither and thither, like a terrified deer, * 

“ You'll help us man ft, won't ye?” sald an 
old, one-eyed tar as he sprang to the davits. 

At this, however, Treherne shratk away, 
trembling, ; vi ea’ 

Past bounded a tail form, we 
“No boat can lve in this sea! No mse lower- 
ing,”” came the hoarse voice of the aln, 
_ Round his walsh he fastened the end of the 
atudding eall balliards. 

* Stand by to. haul!” said he, and. planged 
into the sea, ; 

For a moment he was invisible, so tremendous 
was the rush of mad waters over him ; then: his 
dark hair was seen away to leeward, contrasting 


wish the foam. 
** Why don’t you and help him?” sald 


Stone 0 Treherne. |" ‘ou are @ good awimraer.” | rises 


} At—yos—I—I can swim ; but—but—but— 
I'm afraid-——”’ 
“Tl go myself!" interrapted the uncle, im- 
volenti 


P y- 

Jas. then there wae a loud cheer from the 
men. 

“He has her! he's got the leas, blew her 
eyes |” shouted the one-eyed tar, ‘ Now, lads," 
haal i;” 

The men selzed the rope, pulling with a will, 
Gay and bis burden were. thus. drawn every 
moment nearer. 

Suddenly a fearfal circametance was-noticed, 

The rope, every time tt few vp, showed that 
ada certain point It was defective, two of the 
strands having parted. These strands were seen 
sploni{ag round and roand preparatory to. giving 
way. : 

Omizous glances were exchanged. Shonld 
thas rope part the two imperiled onse would be 
cortainiy lost 4 

Mr, Stone clenched hie teeth and groaned fn 
hia agony. 

‘*T wild go to thele assistance,” sald he, 

Toe men would not, however, permit this, 

“The rope will part before you can resch 
them,’ said one. 

The one-syed safler, however, fastening a good, 
strong rope—the end of the main sheet—round 
him, juroped over to asslet his captain. « 

Hs was within a foot of-- when the 
dreaded accident took place. 

With a snap the rope 


parted ! j 
"Here, never mind/” ried the capitaia, 


* bake care of her |” 

He had jast time to surrender hie precious 
burden to the arms of the sallor when 
& sen cought him and carried him away bo lee- 
ward, “ 


This wave, however, soon met another, which, 
the first, washed the young captain 
back towards the ship, 

‘(Is she safe?” he screamed, flinging himself 
half out of water as the vessel went booming 
past ee 
"You ; cafe aboard |” was answered, |, 

At the same moment 
save (he captain, Ropes with b 
and several hen-coops were thrown towards him. 

The him, and: 


' fell 
on went the ship, so that he was soon lost sight 
of-—far astern in the dark waters { , 


: 
i 


effort was made to | 





* Lowt | lost 1.” waa walled: through the sbfp, 
Tae first mate now took * 
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 ‘Treherne was about advancing to asslet her, | recovered her senees, and seked and again} ; } 

when the aly soem [sen Arite 2% for Guy. Stone kept the party aa her until) HAD WE NEVER LOVED 80 BLINDIY 
the’ very clouds ; then, down prs ry ess we ee \ te — told all, at pour od , AR ia 
0) 
ubnwwpiewret Trekarne and bis séuirtion ot the gulant| °° | OBAPTER XXXVI 


Seven years have paesed away siace- Eustace 


captaty, ats 
The roses faded from Laura's cheek, She) Trevanion peel eee. which is 


mourned day after ‘for ber lover, “Sha 
would have but for ‘an tmexp%cted’ circum. 
emg ig Dupe tT eh a ) 
New York, with the gallant Gay Sartorts | 

Explanations were’ that be a eatmagbia 

pleked up en Eng 

coaster,» taken to 8t, John’s, whemes he had 
made bls way to New York. 

Mr, wee pees gave bis wiece ~ Gay, 
EY sum Gi money upon ~ au 
that he would have had her marry 

him after his noble conduct had he not been 


worth a farthing. 








Arica supplies the gread bulk of fvary, and tt 
forma one of the principsi. exporta of the Zan» 
zlbar merchants, O.¢ feat gome years ago sent 
away in one yoar a6 tiany ae 6 000 tusks, The 
supply of fvory is uot what {0 once waa, and fb 
seems ax Uf the wild elephant, like tha American 


bison, muzt even pe sxterminated, The 
Tedian wild elephant mae 80 dtarce of Inte 

that Jndis ts bow to fmport a con- 
Baw @ demand 


ble qtan coat f . 
for Sid te wa hindrs heressitg, and as the 
supply becomes foes and lore the price of Ivory 

peaniontar pf A yatt amount of fossil 
tvory fe exported from Eastern Siberta to varfous 
countries, chfefly to the ‘Continent, where ft fs 
more. exbeemed than fn har og African 
toten dase fs be souk. Soanabitiae Pt hgh 

xture, of a 
polls, and not go Mable ose low when ex- 
ea to the ae tho Indian kind, In Africa 
the’ Is fonud Pi greatly, the 
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seid to heaf all ‘sorrows, recopelled ls 
sister to hiv los; not that whe went about with 
a dejscted alr, or wae given ‘to contiaasl lamen 
tations, but often when alone site would alt, and 
think, and #igh over what'*' might bave been |/ 
only bo had lived,’” andan le longing 
would come over her to go to as ho could 
never come back bo her. 

Siie loved her husband devotedly, bet she 
could not heip seeing that a change had coms 
aver him lately: Fe was cabject to long fits of 
depresston, for which she could nob account, ax? 
when eoffering from thea, could mot bear to 
have bis little boy conse near him. 

Flora had proposed to call the child ‘Bail’ 
but bis father wouldn't bear of ft. 

"| don’t: want my name to be perpetuated,’ 
be sald, with a frown, “I’m sick to death of 
is myself. Oall him Eustace. I believe you 
i & better than, any, Other name in tis 

uy other,” repros . 

“Let him be Eustace Trevanfon Fane, acd 
thon If he takes a disilke to the uame of Fan» 
he can drop it, aad atfll have a sarvame of hic 


° ” 


'Deop bis father’s name!" Flora exciaimed 
to horror, © "He would as soon give up his birth 
right 1”. 


“ Birthrighte bre often lay up to aricticn 
nowadays,” he aald, with « bitter smile, “ Aoi 
there ars few things anfe from the hammer.” 

" My son will never up his,” lodkiag down 
eet Gipite pride at the tiny scrap of humanity 
a 

Taab + perp grew into o Gae child, the 
oxact image of what his father mash have been 
when @ boy, and Flora worshipped him. 

Re was nod allowed p Fim os — 
& puree, 6 many io, for 

Esay P 


rej oloed 
“The twelfth of Jalyt” 


sestatically. “Then he'll be here!” 
"Who do you mean by bet” with an Atsump- 
tion ‘of ignorance w did nob. decelrs hor 


‘| aleter In the least, ‘ani 
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“ How fortunate that you are quite safe, for I 
don't think poot dear Edgar could manage it,” 
with fine slsterly {mpartiallty, 

“You had better not let hear you, Aud 
aow I must go. What drees shall you wear! 
I shall go in my whitd eatin,” a ‘ “amfle 
apon her lips. ; 

“And I shall geb a mew dress ons of pa 
. before mamma geta hold of him, I suppose: 

to bake us, 


dear old dad will condescend He 
always goes if Flora aske him.” / if 

“| Astonishing what {nfinence always 
over men,” a6 abe stooped up her ean- 
ahade—a emart one out of nei 





sveaing to the nurse ; and Slr Basil belug called 
away to answer some question about the errange- 
— Fiora went down to the drawing room 
e, 
Some ona started ap from a sofs, and came 
eagerly towards her with a bunch of white lillew 
fo bis hand. 


“Oh, how d’ye do!” aald Wiors, carelessly, as 
she held ont her hand, ‘We were wondering I! 
you were zolng to honour as or not,” 

“You knew I should,” said Pallip, presalog 
her hand in was so glad ft was 
gloved. “Have I ever stayed awsy when you 
asked me!” 

“A formal invitation is nothing, Have’ you 


: haf soy dinner f’’ 


‘Yee, thank you. I'm not {n the habit of 


has @ sort of liking for Prank, aud dae 4 ates til! near! ten o'clock,” ble eyes 
still hankers after love—thers ak evi Mie ‘en ver ore op ey! aha 


‘elisrming for earth. Will you condercend to 
these Lilies} ’’ 


aims are very lovely!" taking them iy hér’ 
ind; “but I have bouquet that Basil 






be 


‘They are not meant to act as furnitare,” 
iy. ‘I’ve brought them down from Landon, 


€ibd either you will hold them {fn yoar band, or 


| * Birat one, and then the other,, Woy not? 
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walting—hopelessly perhaps, bub 
still waltlng—for any chance that might bring 
about his cousin's death, and deliver Fiora into 


bia 
“He might walt,” Sir Baall sald to bimzeif 
scornfully, “If Flora were a widow to-morrow 
would afm 


. 


hetitgo fersemeb ‘would -fiaeh from his 
veyenas boded no her future; {f he Was'to 

“Ts Phillp coming «for Be 
Basil’ agked, when iday of the had 
a r was 


piin? "Sh eddy ba Payley ae ues ’ e 
Werte Oe ‘ap with bia. 
Same bet 
douattea8 sed Sb 0a pond eal ns A alta 
- Sir Basll aesented,a0a they went together 
ese lttle Eastace Fane. The child wae fast asleep, 
his thick biack lastice testing on hie velvet cheeks, 


ee thromgh ils rosy, parted | ‘ye 


Flore bent bashendwnd kissed him, whispering 
® blessing to his unconscious ears, and then 
she looked “#p-tate het-hushand’s face with a 


Will have ‘somebody: 


ey’ ofa 





nr THER y 


little 


f meaning, the dep Wine be tried 
PL Beall always,” she sid, defiantly, as abo laid 


‘short, beesuse her volce 


to | revenge on his 


rachumphedagmeath pecs on 


asil first, I next. What is bo provena?” 
fo iaply saat bis thoaghtaweup fer bay ond thone 
to finply that went 0 

‘aimpiea flowere; and she remembered he bad 
maid words to the aame- effect, bat with a wider 
, bo break «ff her 


‘the lfes on the table, and tock up her own 
bouques of roses, 

“Fiore, don’t drive me too far,” ops 
through his seb teeth, and laying bis hand on her 
arm, “ Take those flowers, or Heaven havamercy 
of your busband |” 

Thetr two faces were close together—the one 
beautifal and defiant, the other pale and deter- 
mined; but presently the defisnce weal, out of 


°° "Lilies were always my favourite flowers.”’ 


_*" And you wers always my favourite cousin,” 
“end stooptug qulckly he idssed her low, white 


* ‘Av’ hi’ drew back “with a pesttire of disgnst 


| ain was fang open, sat “Lord and Lady 


Miss “Rivers, dad Captain Rivers,’ wore 
announced fn etentorian toner. 
“Was she dreaming? Was ti Traak's fac0o— 
“browner, thinner, bat handsomer than ever — 


looting 2° her with a sort of stern gravity over 
| hls "a shoulder t 


|* * Her colour caine and went, her yolce trembled, 
| toe the aight of ‘his face carried her back to the 
dsys that’ were long ago ; and she scarcely knew 


‘what che was abotrt ag hor hand wae taken first 
Be Revchag rer by another till t reated last of 
x ‘on pa and Lady Rivers was 
I Ne ho my boy bo ste you, Ha only 
arrived last nigit, so this te the first Houee he bas 
{coms to'in the neighbou¥hood.” 
“S> very glad,” murmured Flor, stopping 
} ver Ware wavering so {naanely. 
Hee husband saw her emotion, bariag coms 
‘tr'Jdsv io tie through andther door, and his 
heart eg att! with esnge: oll Lip mY 
t too, and canghts glimpse of another of 
ff nil others falled Bim, 
is both misjudged her. Ib was the ghost 


et ORAPDER KE VEU, 
Py weet rlemdta ball, Wit averptiiog cath 
tied “$6 Yake I perfection: wad’ Jonny. WIL 
boy's heart beat with © 


her olster’s wd rea fata dhs 


ered forma. Thode must adorn the room!” |: 


ch one op at the aight of the | 
Doldloc Thon,” Es woe elle stHl. the 


more confident fn her manner, but ef!ll with the 
same countrified appearance, to which the Hard- 
chester dressmaker failed to give any style, 

** Fiora looks upset.” 

“I wonder what's the matter?” she wh’spered 
to her sister, as their heads came cl se together 
{n the crowded doorway, 

“Don’d you see f.’ 

The words snapped out, because eomobody had 
put bfs heel on the tafl of her dross, 

And then beyond Fiora she caw a tall form, s 
fair head, a face which, fu eplte of sunburn anda 
heavy moustache, she recognised at ones aa that 
of Frank Rivera, 

“They say p mmes are going ont fn 
London," drawled r Winder, as a basket 
filled with white and sliver cards in the form of 
shells was banded tohim, 

Bet Jéany did nob hear him; in fact, ehe 
would have been left withont a: card ff Edgar 
had not thrast one fato her hand, 

' How late you are!” exclaimed Fiore, as ska 
gave them « cordial groeting. 

“Are wet So Jenny told az,” 

Sis could not explain that her husband bad 
feformed her {t ‘‘ war atroclously bad form” te 
be early, 

She thoaght she had nevor seen Flora lock so 
lovely before. 

‘Berdrees was white, as avasl, bet most ex- 
quisitely trimmed with priceless Jaco, aud she 
bado’t a jewel about her, oxcept a tpray of 
dlemonda amongst ber olasterivg curls, 

Frank Rivers looked as {i he were» mute a 
somebody’s ‘aneral, 

He came forward and shook hands with bis 
old friends, aeking after their parents, doge, anc 
horser, just In his old friendly way. Bat he ‘et 
other partners claim them, and quite forgot to 
ask them: to dance, 

Jenny went off ina flurry, toiling herself thas 
ahe musta's be in a hurry, that long before the 
end of the evening a good tims would come, 

Blashing at her own self, she refused to be en- 
gaged for ber favourite waltz about the middie 
of the card, hoping to make {t a piece of perfec- 
tion with the right partner to the best tane, 

Bat, alae! the fret notes of the waliz atruck 
up, and he still leant against the wall, looking 
abont as immovable as Mont Biauc. 

"You ars net enjoying yourselfi.” . said 
Nesta, locking op fato bis face, wistfully, later 
on in ths evening, 

She had been the beile of the ball, withcrowds 
of partners for every dance; bab her mother 
watching her from a distance, caw no algun thos 
abe meant bo choces any of them fora partner 
for life, Would that poor, boy, Eustace Tre- 
yanfon, never be forgotten f 

"You are not enjoying yourself?" 

"I told you I shouldn't. Pye nob peen used 
to this'gort of thing. I fes) thoroughly out of 
ts,” 


"-Parhaps If you would only dance, you might 
feel better 1" her oyes fall of sympathy, 

a "a ne atift os a poker (trom a wound 
fo Afgbanis‘an), and you've plenty of people oo 
look after yon. I think I shail slope.” 

A partner carried of hia elster, and he waa 
lefo to hfs own meditations. 

Way bad his mother dragged him here againas 
hia will} It was bad coongh ont there to know 
that Flora wae married, without com!pg here to 
look on at her conjagal biise, He had come on 
sick leave, bat bls wounds had healed sur- 
priaingiy, and there was no «reason why he 
shouldn't go back again If he liked-—-no reasen 
except that his people at home would be cnt to 
the heart. ; 

There wat an ugly frown on his good-looking 
face aa he gold himself that Sir Bast! Kane baa 
stolen hia love from him behind his back, end 
thea there was a rustle of a women’s dross on 
ie hate end a soft voice eald, close to his 


vi 
‘WW?hy are you bot Jancing, Mf. Rivera t” 
to any, he did not mention oneword 


8 
ar ag wth ge leg, but bent down hie 
ace, 
of ace 


T 
fh tos 
Flora looked round the room.. All tue evesing 
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* She hed ‘not’ changed’ much in thdbe seven 
‘Yours-—@" little fatter, somewhat eee rathér 
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the had been tod much sooupled with looking 
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‘' WHY ARE YOU NOT DANOING, MR. RIVERS!” aSKED FLORA, 


after other people to think of herself, and at his 
words the blood stirred in her veins, 

Sbe remembered that she was young still, in 
spite of her five-and-twenty years; there were 
no partnerless girle to look at her reproachfally. 
Those who were not dancing were belng con- 
soled with eupper ; those who were"in the room 
were being whirled ronnd in « ceaseless strain. 

“I don't see anything against it,” she sald, 
with a exile, and the next moment his willing 
arm was round her waist, and they were moving 
gracefully round the room to the strains of 
“Onder the Starz,” an old favourite revived for 
the occasion, 

“ You have not forgotten fb,” she said, rather 
breathlessly, as they stopped when the music 


did, seneible that she had enjoyed that.waltz| 
better 


than anything she had danced since he 
went to India. 

The seent of the roses in her dress, the soft 
tones of her voice, the wondrous beauty of her 
eyes as she raised them to his ina fiesting glance, 
ne to mount to his bead and intoxicate 


“I've forgotten vothing,” he sald, with a 
thrill in his voles. “Bat I've tired you. Come 
‘under the stare’ ontside.” 

She went with him innocently enough, glad to 
have « telk with him, unconeclous of danger ; 
and Mr, Phillp Fane watched ber with a sinister 
amalle, whilst Sir Basil's tace clouded, 

“Now tell me what you've been doing,” lean- 
ing back as they sat together on a low seat 
under a bash of roses, evjoying the sweet, 
flower-ecented alr, the peacefal hush of the 

+ 


“Tt won't toterest you. I-—I don’t think 
you've thought of me much einde I saw you 
seven years ago,” the long-concealed bitterness 
displaying itee\f in his tone, 

“Then you think wrong. Neste’s been my 
greatest friend, sod she makes you her hero. 
‘Tell me of the day when you were nearly cone 
for ' Ld 

“Shall?” leaning forward, his elbow on hie 





scratch.” 


“T don’t understand; I meant when you 
were wounded,” looking up at him with puzzled 


eyes, 
I was 


telling you when 1 got my worst 
wound, the other was a fleabite to {t. 


Ob, think 


what ib was to me} Since the first moment 


be done, 
“ You will get used to 
hie head {mpatien 
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THE MISTRESS OF LYNWOOD, 


man’s great wealth rendered 
People said Miss t have done 
better In point of , but she could hardl 


one morning st breakfast, to Farquhar ; 
Lea ace not very minny, end (0 dommn't take 
Tien looked tp from the paper he wes reeding, 
wot {einell tn the conversation. 
. you been to the Dene Woods yet}” he 
“No; Lhed them.” 
“Where are Dene Woods!" inquired 
F ; Who as s matter of fact, knew their 





“COME, MOTHER!” HE SaID, “TRLI ME THE STARS ARK PROFITIOUS TO MY HOPES.” 


eutates before he advanced any money on therm. 


I, , however, suited the rdle he was 
pagina, and so he assumed {b. 

** They are some very pretiy woods, sloping 
down to the river, and about ¢wo miles from here 
—midway between this house and Lyowood Hall,” 
anewered Nathalie. “We might organise a 

and go there to-morrow. Would you care 
164" she added, to the banker. 

“Need you ask such « question! Ishall be 
delighted, of course.” 

“ Whom else can I ask to join us?” mused 
Nathalie. “ As it is an Impromtu affair we can 
only invite intimate friends,” 

” Coe alge '” ao Lionel. 

OW not Lady Lynwood find !t dall?"’ 


There were two other members of the -- 
the Mines Linday, danger of » aelghbostg 
agaire, and friends of Nathalle’s, whom she 
saked the preceding and when the party 
seattered these two were ——s with Otho 
reap brondpers while Adrienne Lionel were 
in frent, Nathalie and Farquhar behind, 

“T. suppose we must be kind to the lovers, 
and leave them to the enjoyment of each other's 
society,” observed Osho, with a alightly sneer- 
ing smile that the Baroned felt inclined to resent, 

The words might certalnly only point to 





Nathalie and her fancce, bub hie glance seemed 
to Include the other two as well, 

Sir Ralph, however, took no notice of the 
remark, bub went on talking to Eaphemie 
Lindsay, while the officer had to devote himself 
to her sister, a task which, as she was a very 
pretty girl, he had no reason to object to. 
Nevertheless, it did not prevent his avtention 
from wandering to the pair In front. 

It was a lovely day—the very perfection of a 
day for s picnic. There were no clouds on the 
sky, save for s few little foamy patches that 
looked like sea-spray raked out and lightly plied 
on the szare—too delicate even to shadow Its 
brightness. The alr was full of a mellow soft- 
neas, scented with the balmy odours of many 
wild flowers, and, from the shady coverts of the 
trees, birds were singing as bilthely as if it were 
early springtime again, and they wanted to join 
in a pan of gladness at the approach of summer, 
Underfoot the moss formed a carped, soft and 
thick as velvet pile, and so elastic that {b sprang 
up after each footprint, 

“Tt la nob always one Is so lucky in eee 
impromptu excursions as regards the weather,” 
sbuvel Lead looking at his companion, who, 
fo a cream muslin dress and big hat, was lovely 


as @ dream, 

"No, indeed, I remember a picnic we had ab 
Brussels once, and which we had looked forward 
to for weeks, and when the day came {tb poured 
with rain ; and so, after starting, we came back, 
drenched to the skin, and very miserable and 
disappointed.” 

Lionel smiled; he liked hearing her speak 
of her schooldays and thelr experiences, for {v 
almost seemed to him that through his Brussels 

when they had firat mot, he had asort 
of share in them. 


a | the woods,” Adrienne om - after 
slight pause ; “it seema to me $ ould 
never be tired of watching the sunlight playing 
the leaves, or hearing the doves cooing t0 
other, and the birds singing, and the 
on rustling together with that little 
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osyeterfous murmur which always makes me 
thing they havea langnage of their own, and 
are talking to each other.” 

' You were svidently intended for a country 
fe, not a town oxe,” 

‘Oh! you! the emoke and din of a great clty 
would madden me, It must be terne that 
‘God made the country, and man made the 
town.’ Oa sucha day aa this one forgets one’s 
troubles, and thinks only of the pleasures of 
lfe.”’ 

“ Bat surely you have no troubles 1” 

Her fair brow crowded. 

‘I don’t know. Sometimes I feel vaguély 
diseatisiied, and think I have, but that mast be 
because I am nugratefal and discontented. At 
all oventa, I will bave no troubles to-day,"’ 
she added, with a bucysut smile, Ufting her 
clear eyes to meet bis ; “*T am determined to 
enjoy myself to the ntunos!, and forget there 
are sach things as rainy ukies and sunless alr, 
i will be like a bubtertiy and live only in the 
prosent. Hark!” she ex sud 
and stopping with uplifted finger; “ls nob thet 
a real baret of joy 7” 

It was a lark, fer up io the bige afr above, 
filoging down his keen ecatary of music, as if 
the beautitul earth and glorious sunlight were 
made for him alone, and he wae revelling fa fb, 
When me Se stopped, Adrienne drew a deep, 

o) 


{uspira : 
“Were you thinirtug of Shelley's words *”’ | 


asked Lionel, and, almos) under nfs breath, he 
ropeated them, a 
* Hall to thee, blithe spirit | 
Bird thou never wert, 
That from Heaven, or near it, 
Poureet thy full 
In profase strains of uupremeditated ast.” 


“The words are well-nigh as musical aa the 
bird’s notes,” observed the girl as he finlshed 
the poem; and then, in a lower volce, she 
added, “ST wonder if fb fs true that,— 


* We look before and after, 
Aud sigh for —-s ts not; 
atncerest 


‘ Wich some care tafe 
Oar sweetest songs are thdee tae eu of aaddést 
thought,’ *" 


“| auppose there. 
that there is not im joy,” answered Lionel, ‘' If 
Romeo and Jaliet chad married; and settled 
down | into 


Shakespeare w never have written of them, 


ry par ees ag B 


is a. poabry iq sadness | ; 


she replied, omailing brightly : oe Sir Ralph, 
who had been Listening to what was said, pub an 
end to the subject by proposing no time should 
be lost {a commencing luncheon, 

The meal wae not quite so bright and merry 
as picnic luncheons y are; a tort of 
cloud seemed to have fallen on everyone except 
Otho, who was even gayer than usual. Nathalie 
could nob Iull to rest certain memories tha 
King’s Dene Wood awakened, of an afternoon 
she tried to hide her preoceu from. Far- 
quhar, she was not a! euccessful, for be 
was very er GY where his own affairs 
pu concerned, and faclined to be suspicious as 


band quiet, and that there might. be 
something the master wi with him, made the point 
of remaining nt bia side; and as Fargubar and 
Gtho were talkt to the two Lindsay girls, 
ia front with ber brother 
come, fe paused at theslght of « 


 ebtch lost f in the 
trpenjn. tide, aletante pap and evidently pro- 


ceeded SS the grovad. 
xi ‘Sxpect,”’ observed Lionel. ~ 
Ea »Lindeay, who ‘had ee up. with 


Qbho, repented the word in 
Scouts tegtan bs cote reoetin.gigtite | 
ithe bushes. 


2 saked, to peer 
Probably, tee y come hers some- 
a wae oe were auy 


be no" “dots v6 about 


x better 


The young dy lady eked aleappotnted, 

"Abt fier, sola be real gipsles.” 

“Ana con Sr chat t Did you fmagine the 
genuine article would be leas mercenary than the 
sot disant ones? Qalte a mistake, I assure you. 
Money {s money ati the world over, and is cer- 
telnly the most potent power with us all,” 

He looked ap as he uttered the last words, and 


table, comaon~ place life, | haa 


and the sweetest love-atery the world has.ever| The 


koown wonld have been-antold. . 


onate devotion. to each other.” 


" Sell, tb wen wont Hating te love like that,” | 


jebting them drink delight’s purest elixir to the 
very. bottem of the cup-—bub they were happy 
faasmuch as they had nob had time ta taste 
droga of the winet’”’ 

Luncheon was spread ins ciear. space, and, as 
they wera sitting down, Miss Lindsay sald,~- 

oy Famine: are aot yon, Lady Lyn- 
wood ¢" 

"Oh, no L.notat-ell, I feel quite as trash ae 
4f { had not walked. half-s-mile,’’ 

“Really 1 Aud yet we. hsva come. a good 

“To, did. nob seem ao,” .cevurned Adrienne, 
innocently. 


tr yee er these paased quickly becanse tt 
' aald Mise Lindsay, with a 


ngs spite in ber valoe, tor tor .abe.-resented }. 
Lionel. Kgerton. 


hicself $0.0. married 
woman while there were ningle ones present. 

* [b. usually: does,” angwered the tran 
quiliy, aud entirely. unconscious of tha! cow 
Mr. Egerten seemed to be keeping of ey Bre 

fr pad 


‘ alsct conversation with 
taghe, saad 


owisting hi 
” We are never ata loss fordnteresting topics,’ 


She inoked st htt 
he conatitated ted bimeelt Beaches ly and addressad 


ber, 
“Cin you seit any of ue oh> fottunks?* he 
half jestingly, as ‘he advanced further 


open. 
She had been dimoking 4 chort pipe, sud this |: 


tate 
she took from = month and emptied of ite 


sotaues ee arm te 


matter, Mr, LAonel Rgerton, turned da. 
berately. A 


vais eid  — eppreds ze ; 
Liowen wae coudderably take aback” by the 
eran ns Oe geanienly Semivety ay 


! How did you know’ my ano Be. a 





te 
Ghia incghad shirtless igi sh T 


spent there with Hagh Cievsiand ; and although, 


she 
i ee 





Ang. .4,.1900, 


"That fs no aia cause for wonderment,” ibe 
aes, “ you carry your lineage written on your 


"Egerton astonishment increased, Her lan. 
gaege wae very different from what be bad 
ex to hear, and she « with a certain 

(ndifference that may have been assumed 
forthe purgose B perrtiy yours decidedly tm. 


Is fs Rebecce, the gipey, who wes here so 


gmany 9 Aggpedaray re oe ce 
‘to 


auch startling whispered 
Nathale bas, low aa ahe spoke, the old Woman 


et, ab ‘events, She looks so 
weird that she has f ned me,” replied the 
girl, whe had certainly BR 
~ “Frightened by the lookaof « 1” Inughed 
the cfficer, “ glen ead Lindsay. | 
thonght you had. € than to.be taken 
in by the tricks of ¢ ” 
“Well, it are 90 brave yourselt, have 
ont own f “pola £" retorted the young 
mead hie tone; and Ovho 
*, let cross your hand with 
e the store are propitious 
bo mapeeee | ae exclaimed, aa ho held oui o 


Theold woman iooked at:him earnestly. 
chaps {t would be wixer on a! part not 
A f y the stare,’ 


that. you should 
jenny ¥o & mocking 
ae ff to show bis 

of a knowledge {n 


curved fo a half smile, as mock- 
fag as hie ath and bending down til her lips 
were close to his ear, she whispered a fow words 
that had q marvellous effect on him. His face 
grew ashen in {tes pallor, and he barbed as ff 
something had stung him. 
“Shall I tell you more, sir, ov art you sable. 
fied 1” she asked, aloud, apparently plevieg his 
confasfon: 


"T have no wish to be lmpored upon farther,” 


aay ;, bub he: was too deeply 

to reply ; indesdit‘is doubtfal whether be beard 

vn occupied ‘Was: he with his own 
tf 


“Who Se.to be.the uext1! tld Slr Ralp, 
cather am pr dometie OY e 


Gitbert Far raya ig argent 
+ ali volunteer. ve ciever had my for- 


her head.the while.» 
1} Well,” he-enld, at inet, fmpatiently, ’ what 


de you see!!! 


Ni me tere al.the past thear tes tates" ghe 
weit 
F Thies shat-aneee, tia £abetLnet live so mauy 


pees ont bee Hol Seer D | 


She bowed bar head fa acquiescence. 

4*T see abllity'and perseverance, and energy, 
bat J see hardness, aud cenelty, and oppressivn % 
wall,’ lou sag rte "a will that: never a 

a conscience $ never revolted, passions 
cibocnaeitn dhiehals @ welfidh heart that recked 
Hetla of the of. others-—these are whe) 


T see. » Would you cA on 
coloured 


the dia ap Ban sah Sis Saori : 
bat not to w 

“Go of, LE prédume sthat. you baveajssld may 
bei supposdd to reterto thes poate Now tell te 


pone’ of the tatare,!’ 9 “ied: va liew me 


it 


The atrong ‘svi the’ same undampied 
ootirsge, the same faalticss r@sclation~sod oll 








seu” 


FREEE 


2 
& 


FEAL 


= 


aald 


LAVO 
nog 
Joho 
with 


ious 
ub o 


not 


ald 





-* 


_ Aug. 4 1000. 


THE LONDON READER, 


$89 








codon ‘oo ek Sot I canact say what 
its I myself do nob know ; but blood will 
be spilt, and awift and sure the retribution that 


) ‘Bla ‘aud waved aside the 
Ct ee a eta 
«ites le Dak eleliyy Wome tarde 3b ger 
ton, she added, ‘‘ Come Sy oad Lionel 
T have thatto ay which it m to 


involnntarlly he obeyed, for there Wat 2 
eoversign command in ber totes that exacted 


Late 
E ite : 
dey Feter 
a ie 
wie, EEE 
ae 2 
sie Gaba 


Peg 
fay 
ae 
Eas 
sai 
see 
el 


tt 
i 
if 
Bs”: 

! 


Pe 
eo 
g 


inpact GUE SunN welch T Lave mvt esa T 
have alreoky fdpa ts” re 


6, and ask you. no more,” re- 
turned Lionel, but be did not offer ber 


"It seems to.me this fs & bird of Lil-o 
STE: coana” ay 


for she hag 
(6.¢s ld ;* 
eg ce ak on 
4 = adhe » I think she 
sicsh ph ea tee Ro santa 
"Sas ar only becasue che Chins 
a3 { ith. spot: vee 


“has established ‘a 


even the generality of her tribe ; no doubt abe 
esp tt orb se and ep ora Ay 
up lees Now and agi 
Why, surely,” added the banker, -half-con- 
temptuously, ‘' you do not place any credence fn, 
what shé said ¢” 
Lionel did’ nob reply; and Farquhar began to 


OT coally belleve you think she fa inspired!” 
he oxciaimed 


“T must confess, I am wot ao ecaptical os 
you,” admitted Lionel, candidly, ‘and the fact 
rhe bea my name took me by surprise at 

reb,”’ 

“Let ae go away from this dreadful place !"’ 
exclaimed Adrienae, who was white aa snow, and 
shi from head to foot. “That terrible 
woman frightened me by her menaces of 
resents trouble—she had nothing buat woe to 


“Atany rate, you are exempt,” pat in Otho. 

‘* That was becausé she was too occupied to 
observe me, and [ was careful to keep in the back- 
ground, I was herriblp-afraid “leat her glance 
should light upon me,” 

“ She would not have prophesied harm for you 


WAG 

“T'm afcaid,” sald the girl, mournfally, 

“my pictic hae been o failure.” , 
And, os a madter of fact, the others agreed with 


OHAPTER XXII. 


Nartuatie asked her friends to return to King’s 
Deus with her, and spend the evening, but they 
all on various pretexte declined, so she and Lionel 
and Farquhar'went beck by themeeives, and dined 
alone, for Mr, Egerton also excused himself from 
joining them, 

The meal wae a aflent one. Even Farquhar, 

ao talkative, seemed as little inclined for 
conversation as for 

“I belfeve we are all depressed by the events of 
the afternoon,” exclaimed Nathalie, with a forced 
laugh, and breaking a long pause, “I shall 
certainly attempt no more picnics,” 

"The picnic would have been » enceess bub 

teller,” eaten betrothed, 
pulling mousteche though y) 
across at Lionel, who seemed lost ta seslenion 
“I belleve your brother {fs still revolving her 
prediction.” » . 
"Ay a moetter of fact you are right,” replied 


i Egerton, rotalog himself with an effort. 


. fnclined to believe {i *” 
“TI would hardly go as far 93 that,” he sald, 


“ At all events, you don't regard the womansa 
a charigtan?” added Farquhar, with a tloge of 
sarcasm {n his voice, 
pe. eee; BE’ do not, Tchould be mach 
more {nclined to say she was 4 visionary who 
believed in her own powers of second sight.” 

“ Rabbish {” the banker, with more 





That car sad ig 
adit ears cate 


“ 





sceptical, otherwise the old woman's prophesy 
concerning . myself might ovcasion me com- 
cae uneasiness ; ae 1b is, I can afford to lacgh 
at [. 

Lionel rose rather abruptiy and wend ont on 
the terrace, where he commenced pacing back- 
wards and forwards, his bands clasped bebind 
him, bis eyes fixed on the grouwad. 

As a rule he:was neltber credulons nor ewper 
stitions, and he himself was sarprieed ab tho 
hold the gipay’s words had taken on ble Imagtios 
tion. Try as he would he could not shake off the 
impression of the sfternoon’a .evenia, and the 
thought would core,--- 

“Ie theré any truth in her seevertion } does 
Cyrua Egerton still ie unburied, and fs bis vast 
wealth concealed with hira ¢*’ 

Al:bough the young man was nob fully, aware 
of the pecuniary diffiicuities fan which his father 
was tnvolved—for Mr, Egerton had sedalousiy 
avolded alluding to money matters before him, 
and had even evaded his direct questlons—he 
wea quite sharp sighted enongh to roo that 
money was a very scarce commodity at King’s 
Dene, and moreover he knew the estabes wor: 


Sappose he really found the buried treasnre, 
and could devote it to the restoration of the 
fallen fortunes of his familly, what» greud thing 
it would be | 

And yed, sven as the thought flashed seress 
his miad, an expreesidn of biiterness came in hie 

es,"’ 


What does it matter $+" he mattered tc 


i) himself. “I am the lest of my lise, and tbe 


chanees are ten to one the name wil) Ue ond 
with me, for I certainly feel no fuoclination to 


t] marry.” 


it didmotstrike him thad ib was only lately 

stich a dislike te matrimony had taker poasession 
of him. Before ‘bis return homes, although he 
had had no defiafte plans, ib had seemed quite « 
matter of course that he should, In time, take to 
hicaselfia wife: indeed, he would bave sald ft 
was a duty he owed to his name to de so, almost 
a3 great & one as if he bad been heir to the 
throme, and the country locked to him for its 
future ily. 
“Soll,” she odded, continuing bis reverie, 
“ L.should like to free my father from the em- 
barrassments in which, I feel pretty sure, be is 
fnvolved, I should ike to banioh that anxiogs 
jook from his eyes, and take him away from 
those account-books that ‘he seems te be ever- 
lastingly atudyivg ; and this, the discovery of 
that hidden mine of wealth, would enable me to 
do, Bat, then, there is the question of how to 
begin the task.” 

He. pondered some time,'and finally went bo 
the. library, a lofty, ald. room, that was grand by 
reason of its vast proportions, fhe oak waine- 
coting, ite. elaborate carving ; and yet so very, 
very shabby as to carped, chairs, and other 
farniture, that had seen tha weac-aud-bear of 
maany long years, 

Ia-one corner abood a hage, old chest, and, bo 
this Lionel went, with the resali of fiaging {t 
locked. He tried various keys of his own, bat 
none fitted, — 

So, afoer a few vain atbempie, he went tio his 
father's stady. Mr. Egerton was there, porfog, 
es usual, over his remi-books, and ba looked 
somewhat sunoyed at being disturbed. 

“What f- 104" be asked, taklog fo for 
granted his son had some specific object In seck- 
ing hiss. 

Lionel answered his question by another,— 

* Why did you not joie ua ad dinner! ’’ 

“ Becauee I wae bouy,” 

“ Over your books, I prewmet” 

Mr. Egerton pushed the white bair back from 
his brow rather wearily. 

" You} over my booka,” 

* Do you not think you apand too much tima 
studying them)" porsaed LAcoel, the respect. iu 
hie volee tinged with reproach. “ Surely fy hae 
not taken you all this while to calculate your 
rents, and arrive at ® due estimate of your pro- 


” 
(calle You de uot understand ; Ib fe not that which 





Coe me,” aunwered the Squire, hia. oyos 
lighting. wp with anustal.animation: .{'1 am 
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not calculating my present revenues, bat what 
they will be in the future, when the mortgages 
are paid off, and—~-” 
He stopped himeelf abroptly, and seemed half 
afraid he had betrayed too mach, 
* Father!” exclaimed the young map, im- 
will you nob take me into 


repeated his 
_ “Who told you I was ip difficnl- 


"I did uot require to be told; instincd alone 
world be su ilicien — inform ne, : say nothing 
of your own alt appearance. You are grow- 
fvg prematurely old snd grey through anxiety, 
which you will nod allow me to lessen by sharing, 
Indeed,” continued the young man, gravely, 
“T think it le your duty to enlighten me with 
regard to your poaltion,” 

You miatake, Lionel, indeed, you mistake! ” 
exclaimed his father, esgerly, while hie pale face 
flushed a deep red. “I have your interests so 
deeply at heart that they are never absent from 
my thoughts, as you ie ace en when ; 
ean explain every) to you. Ab present 
may only say that I have discovered a moans of 


partly freeing the estaves from thelr Mabilities, 


and my time is now taken up ia calenlating the 
best methods of employing the rent s0 as to 
entirely free them by the time they descend to 
you.” 

Lionel saw that farther arguments would be 
uselees, so he changed the subject by asking for 
the kev of the muniment chest, 

Mr. Egerton opened his eyes in astonishment 
at the request. 

"* What do you want it jor: 

“Tam going to look through the ancient 
deeds whleh I belleve the ches’ contains,” 

“bat they are centuries old, and will prove 
of uo interast to you now.” 

“*3 am willing to rlek that, and ae for their 
being old—why eo much the better, J suppose 
most of them relate to this house, and the 
eabates }’’ 


, reproachfally, “ are 
Een on Senate © 258) ; eae 
‘ never gave you reason to suppose 
would be otherwise,” she retarned 


Yeu, I believs so, or rather ib would be more | hard-hearted, 


correct to say they relate to King’s Dene when lt 
was stilla monastery, and before the Abbey became 
ruin. I suppose.you are aware that ab the 
Heformation the revenues were confiscated, and 
the Abbey Itself demoliehed 1” 

** Yer, but this house fs part of the original 
monastery, is [b not $"” 

"T believe eo,” 

“ The foundations are the same!” 

* Ob, yow—I should say the very walla were 
aswell. Of course the interior has been altered 
and added to. No doubt you will find an 
account of Ib in the documents in the chest.” 

Lionel took the key, and returned to the 
library,’ where he an areiduous esearch 
amongst the musty old deeda that had been pre- 
served through the lapse of centuries, and now 
remained as witness to the Industry of bygone 
generations of monks, whose leleure had been 
ewployed In copying them 


CHAPTER XXIIL 


ArteR Lionel lefb them, Nathalie and Far- 
qubar saab for some little time trifling over the 
deaserb, and then the latter sald,— 

“ Leb us go tate the grounds, the night Is fine, 
and I don’t think there is any danger of your 
eatehing cold.” 

The girl obediently rose, and throwing « light 
shawl over her # lad the way to the 
terrace, ab the end of which Lionel might be 
percel ved, 

“ Your brother ssems wrapped in meditation,” 
observed Fa:quhar, casting a glance in his 
direction, as he lighted a cigar. ‘' We won't dis- 
tarb him, for he would be, doubtless, as averse 
to our society ab the present moment as I, for 
my part, should be to his, We will walk an far 

through the shrubbery, at the 

a little gate gave access to the 

plantation, now tn semi-obscurity by reason of 
dense foliage, and the waning evening light, 





** All the better, so that it ls constant to me!” 
he returned, lightly. “You see I do not despair 
even yet, If you are hard I am sanguine, and I 
have sworn to make you love me, even if I have 
to walt long years in order to compass my wishes, 
It is something to have the right to kiss you, my 
pie Nathalie,” he added, and again preased 

lips to her brow, 

At the same moment a rustling in the bushes 
made them both start, and look round. There 
wae no one visible, but trees 
together jast bere, and there 
growth of underwood, 
might have 
yatds. Farg 
around, 


i have been nothing Sanen ick 
t may have more a stoat, or 
some other animal,” 

The banker Metened intently, bat all was still ; 
even the birds had ceased singing, and crept into 
thelr neste for the night, and the yellow light 
in the weet had faded to a few splashes of dull 


amber, 
‘Te this place infested with poachers!” he 
inquired 


sionally, for the place fs full of rabbits.’’ 
Whether Farqubar’s nerves were a little upset 

by Rebecca’s prediction cannot be sald, but he 

certainly appeared somewhat {ll a and 

drawing Nathalie’s arm 

steps rather hurriedly to 

they turned a sharp 


" Who ts that !” inquired Farquhar. 
Nathalie strained her eyee—for the owilight 





had deepened so rapidly as to render all object, 
more or less indistinct—~and recogulsed the areas 


* They make you look quite different! ” she 
friends would 


remarked ; “ your hardly know 
you unless they had seen you in them pre- 
viously.” 

“*Wouldn’t they, miss?” 
flitting across her mouth, "W 
very little consequence, for I have no friends 
about here.” 

"The change Is not a becoming one,” added the 
young girl, candidly; “you look ever so much 
older.” 


" Do I, roles |’ lodifferently, 
“ By-the-by,” sald Nathalle, yielding to o 
her —tupulee of 
curiosity. “ how old are you, Warren !” 

The woman hesitated for a moment, and her 
maistress smiled to herself at this evidence of the 
weakness of her sex. 

“TI am thirty-three, miss,” she replied, sb 


length. 

Thirty-three 1 I shdGld not have jadged you 
so much by four years—that fs to say, when you 
have no spectacles on.” 

Warren did not answer, bub respectfally iv- 

anything else for Miss 
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Her reverle was Interrupted by the clock on 
the mantelpiece which struck the hour in little 
silvery chimes—one o'clock, She had no {dea it 
had grown so late, and at the same moment she 
became aware she was very cold, for she had 
nothing on her bat her dressing-gown, and the 

t alr was chilifly penetrating. 
Re ge po on a paneer corer idea 
menue Pea ad 

soon fell inte a alight slumber. 

tal but one evoke ul edenly, and wih 
a » & 

carlously vivid of someones standing by 

her side and watching her. 

The idea was so strong that ft never for a 
moment occurred to her to abtribute it to fancy ; 
bat an overwhelming terror—al! the more over- 
pm Fas a entrbemaeege par en, 
conrageous—took possession cf her, and 
her simply incapable of movement, She lay 
cet race tet, Soorpe banca, alah 

to , ex 
was tisatand Sp Ste tenets tonaian. 

The night was rather dark, and her curtains 
were eo that even the faint light that 
came from the stars conld not penetrate into the 
nevertheless, ar the saaedd, 6: shadow 

a 6 W 

tot fun ans fon ng of # man oe 
a 

standing close beside the head of the bed—but 

whether it to a msn or woman [t would 
have been quite to say. 
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~ | declaration, namely, that they 
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* Yes, but very slightly,” ahe answered, with a 
smile, courage re : 

and examined the wound, 
very slight. The cut was 
have been inflicted 
ly sharp fastrument, 
beneath the akin. 
could, Nathalie 
pened, and he ai 
if he could find 
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“ No dream could ever have been half as vivid 


oe sensations. 

“Oh, of course, it fs impossible to doubt that 
someone was in your room, but who it was and 
how he got there ls 5 m Ny 

‘eee coe aes ve thousand 


+ will lead to the wretch’s 


in 
py ee ams ED minutes, then decided 
to have all the servants in the library, and 
question them-—a resolve he put in immediate 
execution, . 


=f {t, however, for their 
roplin to his lnquisie were pectestly open and 


straightforward ; indeed, had the same 
had 


during the time of the occurrence, and there was 
nothing {n the manner of any of them to Induce 
him to doubt thelr word ; on the contrary, each 
expressed. the utmost indignation against the 
attempt made on their young mintress, whom they 

all liked and admired, 
Finally, Lionel dismissed them, having learned 
and bie former declaration 

that the whole » 


was in a 
darkness, which It {mposalble 


alone 
offer, and she did {+ with fear and trembling when 
she and her master was alone. 
"Tt was natural thas was in Miss 
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world, and there indeed, things in 
Heaven nll eau Gam oiee 4 tr Pago 
(To be continued.) 








Tor of « crocodile are scarcely larger than 
those of the goose. E 


THE MYSTERY OF CROME HALL 


-—:0:— 
(Continued from page 322.) 

"T am so afraid she has made away with her- 
self,” the other sobbed ; ‘ she seemed so melan- 
choly like,” 

Ip was the same dread which had teken 
possession of the housekeeper too, but she did nob 
exprevs her fears to the visltor, telling her she 
would doubtless return yot. She would often 
wander from place to place, and {inquiries should 
be made at once, 

But she knew they would not have far to 
seek, and so ahe bid the woman good-day, 
thanking her, and her heart beating the while 
until che thought it must bave been audible to 
the other, 

And then, when the little old figure had 
dropped another curtaey and departed, ebs called 
Thomas, imparting to him the fears which her 
tale had engendered, 

A short time after and they were both tofling 
over the snow-covered roads, their aged Umbs 
eching with cold and fatigue, bat they heeded {t 
nob, only reaching thelr destination before the 
darkness of eventide had cet In. 

And then they stayed, each mpporting the 
other, as there before them beneath the saves-of 
the village church whore the Ivy grew, on the 

icy stone, covered thick and white with fresh- 
failen flakes, which led to the tomb of the Gires- 
stelns, lay her of whom they were in quest. 

Yes, true to the end to the one love of her 
life, the weary heart was at rest ab last, Evelyne 
Glrenstein bad Indeed gone home, 

Falthfal even to the dead, the two old 
servants lingered still by the lifeless form, till 
the shadows of the fest spproaching night 
warned them they bad yet much to do, 

So each knelb for one moment, reverently 
klesing the lifeless clay, and then they turned 
from the spot to sammon asefstance, 

Bat to all, save Lady Aubrey, {t was 4 mys- 
tery as to who the poor creature was, who had 
passed away onkvown in the stillness of the 
quiet churchyard. 


ne 


APTSR THE LAPSE OF YEARS. 


Chrietmae oncs more, with fits holly and 
ralstletoe, ite Ioe-bound rivers and snow-covered 
hills, and all around Crome Hall it fs much the 
same as when, ten years since, Evie Glrenstein 
entered there, | on her father’s arm, {in 
the fresh young beanty of her seventeen years. 

Bat she ts Lady Lionel Aubrey now, for the 
old lord bas joined the great majority, and his 
son has succeeded to the title, though, tn con 
pliance with the wish of his young wife, they 
still look upon the old Hall ss thelr home, the 
Dowager Lady Aubrey making. the Court her 
residence, 


“Bat gou must come to us to-morrow, you 
know,” Evie bad ssid when bidding her good 
bye on Obristmaas Eve, and kissing her pale 
cheek, which had grown very wan and thin 
daring those ten years that had glided by. 
“The children will be so unhappy if you 
refuse "an t which had more sway 
with her ladysh!p than any other. 

And so the room where the tree was to be 
placed, laden with gifts that Santa Claas had 
sent, was decorated with evergreens, and over it 
Pe ear er was the presiding goddess, who 

buted them to the baby hands extended to 
receive them. 

And then the belle—the same as had rang ont 
those ten.years since—rang ont again {n joyous 
and the infant heir to Aubrey Court was 

t in to bave one peep, ao Mrs. Grath sald, 
her step scarce less to than bile own—for 
it might be the last time that her 0! eyes would 
rest on thore faces so dear to her; for she felt 
the day was clove at hand when she would be 
called upon to go the road that faishfal Thomas 





had gone before, 
(ram KND.] 
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OHAPTER - I.— (continued) 
“War would ib ciatter 2 I did diet” she 
muttered, with a little — smile ; * no one 
would care, no one would mise me, except Mande, 


perhs When people read of it {n the paper, 
pts Talght say, ‘Poor thing, she wae véry 


WILL. 


young and then I should be absolutely for- |, 


Ast thad moment she heard a sound ‘behind 
ears ad wee round quickly to ste from whence 
abd whether she took a step 

choices ot or whether 


beady ve way, 
have told. fe @ waa conscious of ® man’s form 


some little distance away, of age Bee cry of |) 


horror that escaped hie ipa, and 
herself fal 


she felt 


She threw cab Ber Aatids with ths tovement | 


thad ie Instinctive fn momenta of ‘peril auch as 
this, while thesblood wesmed to her 
head, ood a sudden blindness clouded eyeu ; 
then there came s pause, and the next thing 
knew was thad her dress had» caught In a 
growing om out from one of the rocks,’ and 
she was hanging on to a branch for dear 
the life thab bad seemed so bitter ‘to her's 
minutes ago, bat to which she now raenth with 
the déaperate tenacity of youth. 

Obj the horror of that moment when, looking 
down, shesaw below her 


ahe held to swayed with the weight of her ee 
and might, nay must, ultimately give way, and 
precipitate her into thechaam. A props voles 
less, wordjess, went up from ~her’ inmost heart, 
and; as ii in anewer to 10, there came a man's 
voles from above. 
“ Hold on, Fileave you)!’ 
~ tie dared nob look-up ; 2he hardiy dered.deue 
saight change ber position, and 

thus throw-exira, weight on» the fragile barrier 
that was all which interposed between her and 
eternity, but at the sound of those worde she 
felt her heart bounding with renewed hope. She 
fancied there was a ring of assurance In the fall, 
strong toned, ‘dé If the speskér kiiéw* ‘himself to 
ba capable of fulfilling his protise, and would do 
ft, Still, ahe was aware how deaperate a venture 
any sitempt to ae her ay rg for the rocka 
ware so steep aD pery thah a. goat. could 
hardly climb therd, ms moreover, they shelved 
over the chaem bslow, and one false step would 
be fatal. . 

She.tried nei, to ‘howe ; she triad .to prepare 
herself :for. the worst,.and to reconcile berself 
to the idea of desth, but the.task waetoo bard 
fer her ; the merely haman shrivking from that 
terrfble shadow which, sooner or later, we. raust 
all face was so overpowering that {fo left room 
for no other thought, and the moments that 
followed seemed. span ott Into an Interminable 
er Ag tf they ‘had been houre itistead of 
secon! 


‘Ab lasd abe felt rather than saw presence near 
= Page x pe ds ema ' waa thrown around her 


b, and a voloe anid 
@, you'll béall Hgbé fos 


Don’t be 
tow minutes, ow have to do ts to keep. up 
to me. 


slowly and carefally, and siding hii 
hooked handle of his stick, he began 


5 nacent, : 
Fortunately the git 


Mead DP fo Porn 
and he septfonally strong man, 
pele Aw Sarcties trots byes. 
If this had not been the caso he would never 
have succeeded fn his bold ve 


abrub to hald’ by, and each prter-ing 
to which he could insert his atick, 
‘Thank Heaven |” he exclaimed at last, and 


half to himself, as‘ he 'wt60d once her Breen hoont mind,” she sald, bealtatlagly, * 


"Tew sfrald you wou 





firma, ond looked down wares inte 
ce eee “ Are “you b 


you s service,” 
“You have saved ty’ ‘Me? aires 
"Then the Shh Oyo Hei are dae to 


mie—not yours,” 
“ My friends |"? she ted, rather . bitterly, 
have to wal) & long 
while before hearing thém express aby HRS: 
ciation of your berolsm | Gas Ph . 
“Wh » head ) 
'Becaase 1 hive tot ti happiness of poseeas- 


’ onthe r¥’of one #¢ a 
om bron tater an " 


| He M0 hov'sen fie wddaing 
te bere be band lag to my by bas a bars 


ee ini” Wome’ sarap ow 


dféas lndicated 

Soh wesemeel thvehiing for some near relative, thee 
she had probably Joab very recently ; and thee for 
fear of wounding her, he did nob 
ject, touch as bé would have 
aha what her word? 

‘She was 
that im 
ih 8 tnental 


prewlbly lovely, 

“1 beg your y pabael, * ghé'vald, with the ‘na {ve 
childishnees that was part of ber character. 
bey to sed what the’ man: 

ike,” 

This time be laughed outright. 

* Aud sre you sutlafied with the reealo 7” 

*' Qalte,” she answered, with the moet ct 
gravity ; and verily ib seemed to her $ io 
some such mionld must the heroes uf seamiben 
uate a 5 ab Gey Vohrigy ball "Shan Wes 

whose’ courage ty 
reed hn In the’ novels she had contrived to 
perl er ab school,’ 
He bowed, still ‘smiling: 

**J ought to feel very much fatzeted a} your 

épinion—as, Indeed, F do—my Only Tegret 

‘that Iso litle deserve Te "By the bye, do you 
elo et I will see you safely home 

ma ” 

“Phis was the very last thing Mildred desired. 
he wae poctethiy ti aware of the p that would 
+ og if she were seen firs ‘gees 
with a strange ay of her 
husband's funeral, and att aha at not fee! ) herself 
brave enough to face Mr, ’a.cold glance of 
disapproval, or Dit “woftly expressed 
surprise, ; 
SY would rather ‘rebum if yon “don’t 
do nod Wish 


eee, 


ey 


| Bdything to be known sbout my fal), snd—..3 


“ ——~"" ahe stopped, hardly knowing how to con. 
na, 
| “As ‘you wil, Bat do you think you sre 

*- ll ereericbohasn aia 


tT have uot ve far io 0, b> 
fee} all Hight tow?” ra Soi 


We Tt. ard 


. pret 
a Risers of 
which the sunset 
és it 4 a 


On the Ohare Lady Ingram wens 
fired of alk own: foom, and’ after owaltit, 
there about half-an-hour ee decided on 
seeing Mr, the knew was stil! tebe 


him that it wae her ‘intention 
San ep 
‘library, and ‘learnis 


ah hour or 


for it * ye ing. OW 
meas Ta a 


sane cee re ie 


Mildred sat mpienercns 
rE de ge Bela there ve much, Ena vie 
, rat 


not the cites 

yar} an Rapert’ pod, 
e age 

+ teoaetate we. te us] 
What a pit 7% Were pos 
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“od f can do nothing without first obtaining their con- 
"Os coarse, if Slr Rapert bad bad children I shonid | “ How is thas!” send; meanwhile, you will bave perfects control 
é 705 have grumbled ff he had lefs my nameout of | *' My father died soon afier you left Ragland, | of tho fucome and revenues of the ostates, and 
reg his will altogether, but ibseems-to me abominable | and as fb became a nécesslty to fix upon some | when you attaln your majority the trust will be 
tle that the estates, which have gone with the title | mode of earning my own living, I determined to | ai so end, and you wi! be complete mistress over 
a for two bandred years, should lapse into tha } qualify myself.by a course of hospital trainiang— | everything.” 
ot baods of au adventurses.” at ye > rng bee scam mee looked, as sho felt, very. disap- 
Poor Mildred! Her first impulse to | you ef” pointed. 
ard atend forth and jastify. herself, bud Sar bakes She shrugged her shoulders. Then, fn effect, I am enbject to, the will of 
‘ sank os she thought of how impotent she was to “ Not particularily, but beggars must nod be | oy trustess a4 presenh!" abe sald, with knitted 
) % dlaprovs the charges brought against her, What- | choosers, must they? By the bye, am I detain. | brows. 
wa’ 4 ever sha might say in her own defence would not | ing you from golog out, or were you on your way | The lawyer answered affirmatively 
“a be bellevad, for shs eupposed—acid rightly—tha» | to Lady [ogram iy * And,” ahe went on speaking more ‘co hareeli, 
rt Mr, Selwin bad met Osptaly Ingram ta the} “1 am returning to the village, and—if you | than to bim, ‘it is probabie tf I told them I 
Le rou and bad given him his own version | don't mind—I would rather you anid nothing to | wished to make a dead of gift of tha estates they 
ea, of what had heppened during bis absence | Lady Ingram of having.,been here,” he re- | would object.” 
are abroad. sponded in seta edeepeaenteh 5 and then they “I¢ ts highly probable,” replied Mr, Selwin, 
: “ You a convinced thai my cousin did | sald “ -bye;’ and he followed Mr. Selwin | drily, and looking ab her with cold suapicion. 
>A} cob deatroy the will himself |” asked the scidier, | out of doors, his thoughts meanwhile wandering | '‘Iadeed, I think I may ven‘ure to say, on thelr 
presently, © back rhe op ten — ‘peo, rg his eee: — that they would assuredly veto any omeh 
" there ment quartered [p a quiet © inlan eaire on your part, and certainly no one could 
he POW han np hes a ae arty town, and he had beguiied the monotony by a} blame them, Estates like Sir Xupert’s ara nob 
‘al the blackens’ thader “have remained, nd | Mild flirtation with the Oarate’s daughter, Louisa | to be met with very day ; hitherto they beve 
Me { there was nob a slgn of ib anywhere, To. te | Pedley—then a girl of teen-——who had ob- | always gone with the title although mnfortunately 
bie ly proved no servan) could have the reputation of a belle, and who | there is no entail, and the Ingram baronetcy was 
apstairs, and wright and I were vogether wae most assuredly an accomplished coquette. | one of the richest in England, If"—he lald an 
t Lady Ip le the only person lef} to suspect, Meeting her at this particular j been | unpleasant emphasla on the word—''id ls really 
You 6 dispute the will on the ground of andue | ® surprise, and nob altogether a pleasant one, | your desire to dispose of them you will havs to 
ioflaence”” for a certain scene had once taken place be- | walt until you ars twenty-one—aucther two 
: "T shal nob do that”—very dectdedly “7 tween them that he would have to | gears, I belleve.'’ 
ons would rather drop the title, and rematz in the forget—-if one could only purchase oblivion by Mildred sighed {mpatiently, Of all the fila of 
by army, al ft would be a t disa) 4 wishing for ie! life surely ‘' walting ’’ ls the worst. Work, bow 
ew tment to me, for, as you know, I was broug 4 up’ Meanwhile, Mildred remained at her station fo | ever hard, brings with {t some solace, but to alt 
ibe with the expectatfor of my cousin's hetr, the window recess, gazing straight before her | still with folded hands and count the slow 
on snd lb {5 Gaol’ bs Hiv ten hioces D4 5 Willane with s stony sorb of hopelesmess in bor expres- | moments as they go by requires courage greater 
bes? daahad to the ground, Sir Ri always told sion that made her pale face ceengns guiee- than that which andertook Hercules’ labours, 
iy se be GGA GO envy, Git Lek te tits cor It was terrible to be thus misjudged, yetehe | “Ie there any other point on which you desire 
cP varrel would make avy difference in his’ views, | 98¥ 20 way of exculpating herself, for a deciara- po consult me}” asked Mr. Sslwin, afver a panse 
ad Bos “after 6 pause—" I think it le hardly tion of her fnnocence, and of the fact that {p had | of several minutes, finding she did aot speak. 
‘in hah ge for me to tack a handle to my name really been solely to please her that the late; She roused herself from the reverie inte which 
Ab while Tam, tn effect, nothing more than s soldier baronet had executed bis lash will, would be met | she had anconsclousiy fallen. 
hy of fortane, with after fucredulity—certainiy on the lawyer's "No, thank you, Good-night.’’ 
Lie “You bave one alternative, bub I scarcely part, and she feared on that of Roland m " Good-night,”’ 
fos Uke suggesting it,” observed Mr. Selwia. “ You aswell. He had called ber an “a oled | He bowed ceremoniously, and hastened to open 
vin: might marry your cousin's widow, and thus things adventures,” a ‘‘low-born achemer,” aud had not | the door. When she uad gone be smiled with 
+e would be put straight, in a measure.” even walted to see har before u his eweepicg | cynical anbellef, 
=" “ her 1—s creature I despise from the condemnation-——aad yet {t was to sheowed; “Artfal ming!” be sald to himself; “she 
he bottom of my heart—s low-born od- her life ! wants to get up # reputation for generosity by 
Lie ventures! Are you mad, Selwia } “Bat he shall never know {0 ; be shall never | pretending she would like to give up ber anjast 
of dichonour bas fallen on our name, guess that the woman he execrates Is Identical | heritage. She will tell a very diferent tale at the 
at Sir Reserve connection with her, withoud with the one for whose sake he risked so muach,"' | end of two years, whan she is ab liberty te do as 
awe ; se J BY | she muttered, rising aad. beginuing to pace the | she likee.” 
perpetuating [t, No, if there were co obber $ ls mi 
woman extant—it she were as beguiifal as Helen, room with rapid, exelted footateps. Her mood| And then ho dismissed her from bis mind, and 
Ne was a dual one—one moment she wae full of | sat down at the table bo arrange the lave baronst’s 
$ 0s Hel be Cecerme—Lady Tagrim. shonld Beyer | weephtat egainut him for condemning | papers. 
me ~f : her without her a bearing ; the vext she sicidhanee 
His surprise and displeasure were so marked 
‘i thas the felt heartily eshamed of his could only think of the bold, brave face that had 
“s propoma!, and uncomfortably conscious of | rem? over bere with such-eclicitous suxtoty after OHAPTER LV. 
eb ee he had made. By-and-by the door opened, and Mr, Selwin Irlem month later, and the Jane sunlight fe 
cf e you are 20 determined, there fs, of course, came fn, carrying © wax taper, by whove ald he | Asoding the landscape with the glory of its radi 
vy vie th Te to be sald. Will you have an inter- | lighted the lamps. Then, for the firss time, he | snce—perhaps a trifio too lavishly, for she Lowore 
‘mo ane en to-morrow saw that the room was alveady oconpied. are drooping with the heat, and the cattle in the 
or a ais companion, alter &| ‘Lady Iogrem't” he sald, in some surprise. | meadows have herded sogether ander the shadow 
— omy de I don’t see what good my | She came and stood before him, jen where the |, of the trees—an example followed by every human 
sb pe ~ paceman gg ty ons ng so laaplight fell on ber tals, troubled face and wad | belog who does not wis to ran ohe risk of wun 
m- oyos. stroke. 
racage ay af and as soon ae my lesve of | = “I wish to to you? Mr. Selwir, if you | Its jast the day for the river—a day to lie to 
ty Lagrans expires I ghall rejoin my regiment. - Lady } can mea minutes." a boab.under dowa-droopiog wiliows and watch 
*) here, pipes know nothing of my having been * Gertalaly, I. am at -yoor service,” he re- | the qaivering leaves above, or \vok {nto the depths 
ig Vil no one has seen me sve yourself, and | sponded, somewhat stifig, and placing « chair, | of the clear brown water below ; and this fs what 
er I 1 getbenke oh sane tothe: Togram Arms,’ where | which the, however, declined, Mildred Ingram fs doing, while her companion, a 
ke owen portmantesa.”) ©. Aw you may fmagine, Iam uot very well | girl of about ber own age, reads little bite from 
kb with ory well, then I will walk part of the way } acquainted with legal technicalities,” che began, | Shelley out of » bastersd old volume that bas 
?, tha nen a the lawyer, and thereapon | rather at. first, but gaining calmness | evidently eeon active service lor many ® long 
if behind. ; left the room, closing ths door | as she proceeded ; ‘and ee I followed } year. 
be eh mail hg gs the meaning of the will you read afternoon, Tagram Ohase had been unbearable 60 the young 
" The lamp°tu ‘tlie bali had been lighted, and) there wore certain phrases that somewhat puzzied | widow after Sir Rupert's death; ani Sndiag 
y Miss Pesos beneath iv, her face very pale, was'| me.” . that abe could do absolately nothing with the 
ob oo sight of whom Capteino—or,} ‘‘And yet {> was simple enough,” he Inter- | estates until she was of age, she had revolved to 
to give hin ee ne ee posed, his lip curling very slightly. “ The whole | leave {t, and on her twenty-first birthday to make 
ai srarted, epparentiy, tee «} of the real and personal property was bequeathed | a formal deed of gift to Roland Ingram of al 
4 Don’t you know me!” she said, with a taint | bo you; abject. ouly to @ few legycles and an j his cowsin’s landed property, 
emile, and vout<her hand; ‘ Have the | an Piss in Before deciding ou any settied plan with regard 
1 rar wince we met changed ma | ©‘ To do aa I ike with!” va to her own fuinre she had accepted an invitation 
va = SF One "Osrtainly.” ° to visit an old echoolfellow named Mand Denver, 
Bb If « 7,00 means” he*answered, recovering him-| She drew breath of relief... and her father, and bad accordingly come to 
a5 welt; “only I had no idea of seeing you, and was * Thea ff I to give everything away to- | London, but not bo stay long, for the Denvers 
A ap arally very quack surprised. «Are you.steying | morrow I should heat Iieests teense.) had taken a furnished house near the Thames, 
t a ihe Chased?) sia: 1 “Not quite, You. see Rapset. appointed | soma distance beyond Sunbury, and thither she 
ey T have been since Bie Rapert’s linens, Lam | trustees, who will act for you until you artive at | had gone with them. They led a vary pleasant, 
2OW 8 professional nurse,” the age of twenty-one, and ap; te that time you | albeit qufst life, 






ORE ae SN Ses brie I te et. 


Ad 
\. Be 
t 
" i 
- 
{ 


{ 
5 
! 
' 


4 eee 


eats 


eS 


404 


THE LONDON READER. 


ie 


“Rtg. 4, 1600. 








Mr, Denver, who held some appointment under 
Government, was away in town all day, and the 
two girle usually armed themselves with books 


and sandwiches, and made expeditions up or | and 


down the river, returning home in the evenin 
with laps full of forget-me-nots and grasses, an 
water-lilles, and tired with the exertion of pulling 
against the stream. 

“Mildred, are you asleep!” suddenly ex- 
claimed Mand Denver, a young lady in a dine 
ag —_ sailor oe pore her atten- 
sion from Shelley to her com ion, 

“No, Why do you ask?” Mildred, 
raising herself on her elbow from the pile of 
cushions against which she was Jying. 

** Because you have been so quiet, You've 
nob ubtered a word for the last three-quarters of 
an hour,” which, in the speaker’s On Wee & 
sure align of sleep, or of radically 
Ww 


‘'T bave been —, Mildred answered, 
with a faint sigh ; “and the thoughts were nob 
altogether pleasant ones,” 

Then drive them away,” was the philosophi- 
cal advice promptly tendered. ‘I make a rule 
of only encouraging nice thoughts, and you've 
no idea how well fv answers, It is the greatest 
mistake In the world to bother oneself about 
things that can’) be helped. It doesn’t alter 
them, and it brings wrinkles. Aren's you tired 
of altting here, by the way 1” 

"No, Are you?” 

" Well, I think a little movement might be 
agreeable, I'll go into the meadows and gather 
some of those big moon dalsles If you'll stay 
here and take care of the boat." 

Mildred resdily acqulesced, and rowed a little 
lower down so that Mand might land, After- 
wards she sab, leanlog her chin in the palm of 
one hand, while the other dabbled in the water, 
through whose tranalacent depths tiny fich were 
darting like swift shadows, and strange, spidery- 
looking creatures crept In and omb amongst the 

leaves. 

6 wae very quict in this backwater, nob a 
creature In sight or a sound to be heard save the 
low hum of the Insects, and so Mildred glanced 
up with some curiosity as a canoe cma ony fen 
round a bend in the river, passed her, then 
was drawn up alongside. Its occupant was a 
muscniar- loo man in boating flannels, and « 
straw hat, which he ralsed, while bis bronzed 
face lighted up with pleasure. 

‘* This is, indeed, » delightful meeting !” he 
sald, holding out hie hand, aad speaking with » 
certain frank assurance that seemed natural to 
him. “I was afrald I should not see you again. 
Are you staying down here?’’ 

An expression came In Mildred’s face that he 
could not understand, that puzzled him when he 
— to think of It afterwards. It was pained, 

btfal, and yet Instinct with » awift pleasure, 
and there was a marked hesitation in her manner 
ae che gave him her hand. She was hw | 
what strange fate had thrown Ospsain Ro 
Ingrara in her path at this janctura, 


“ Yes,” she said, io answer to his question, 7 


and then her eyes drooped, and an intense pallor 
0 gad ama ag the blush that had risen to her 
chee 


“When did you leave Warwickshire}’’ he 
contioued, holding on to her boat, and shipping 
hie paddle. 

‘* Nearly a month sgo. And you?’ 

"TY only stayed a dey after my meeting with 
you,” he sald, but did not add that the greater 
part of that day had bean devoted to the task 


who she waa—Iinguiries that had been utterly 
fruitless io their result. 

As a matter of fact, he had thought a good” 
deal about her, had been hannted by the memory 
of her face, and had tried In vain to forget ! 
He had laughed at himself, and called himeelf 
fool for feeling so keen un Interest In a girl 
he would probably never see sgain ; bat, for 
that, the interest had not abated, and his sensa- 
tlons ab this unlooked-for rencontre were some-‘ 
thing more than those one ordinarily feels in 
greeting a casual acquaintance. 

“Tam staying at Sunbury,” he wenton, “I 
thought of rowing up to Oxford, and camplpg 


out, as I had nothing better to do, and the river 
fe about the these hot days ; 
but, after all, it fe to grow tired of it 
one’s own society.” 

“Why don’t you ged. some one to join you!” 
aaked Mildred, feeling 1t incambent on‘ her to 
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cultivating hie acquaintance, and him ? 
nt i ta ate . 


Mildred shook 


“BatI am dure you wonld,” 


her head without replying 
Mana. 


“You say you intend giving up the estates to 
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him directly you have the power todo so, Now, if I 


» he fs a 
ae a gift from a 
he expressed to Mr, 
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life!” exclaimed Mildred, with 
“Tb was partly for that reason I 
to leave Ingram Chase, where 
place looked upon me as 
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the cushions and glide swiftly along through the 
bright Jane sunshine, with the blue sky above 
and the rich meadow lands, with thelr lush 
granees, on either side; and Mildred thought 
with a algh what a beautifal place the world waa, 
and how lovely s youth ht be if it were 
not for the cruel words snd jadgment of 


men. 
When they reached their destination the boat 
was secured, and the luncheon spread out under 
the leafy shadow of the great oak tree, in whose 
branches innumerable insects kept up a low hum, 
while the slambrous heat of the noontide was 
into a green stillness, 
“Not a very tempting repact, I’m afrald,” sald 
Maud, critically surveying It after she and Mildred 
pleted the arrangements; ‘' but then we 
didn’) know we were to be honoured with maseu- 
line company, otherwise we might have prepared 
eplcurean.”’ 


something. 

“Tm not an epicure. thank goodness!” he 
auewered, laughing, ae he threw himself on the 
grass by Lady Ingram’s side, ‘ Rooghing it in 
e soldier’s camp makes one appreciative of what 
one’ can get, and I certalniy don’t desire any- 

better than I eee before me, A chicken, 

rolls, golden butter, ealad and strawberries; 
what oon is there left for the heart of man to 
desire 

He did ample justice to the goods the gods had 
given him, and the meal wae av bright and cheer- 
fa 





a lovely description |” exclaimed Mand. 


\) 
I could find that identical i¢land, At 





any rate, I’ve a good mind to try, and see how 
much pereéverance {s capable of ¢ fiecting.” 
She rose to her feet ag. she spoke, ewinging her 


gallor bat by Ibe elastic. 
Captain Ingram looked firet at her, and then 
rather regretiully at bie book. 


“Don’s you think ib fe like tempting Provl- | 


dence to leave this delicious shade for the glare 
of the outer world {"’ he said, lacily. 

J do not, but that Isa personal opinion of 
my own, and I don’t wish to force ib on people 
fo genera’. In other wordés, you need not feel 
yourself under the obligation of sacrificing ease 
to politencss, and accompanying me.” 

“‘Thaok you,” laughed Captain Ingram, “Is 
that equivalent to saying you refuse my 
eacort | 


She nodded blithely, and tripped off with her 
drawing-easel and without which she 
rarely caine out, although she still more rarely 
made any use of them. Bat then sketching 
was such a convenient excuse for getting away 
into pretty nooks with one’s chosen com- 


Mildred, left alone with the man who but for 
her would have been @ wealiby landed pro- 
prietor, felt at fired slightly embarrassed ; but he 
continued reading for some little time, and then, 
closing the book, was slient, while from under 
the brim of the hat he bad tilted over bis fore. 


head 

ahadows of the trees played over her delicate 
face, from bloomy cheek to the soft, 
bright hair, nod then touching the rounded chin, 
whose deeply-cleft dimple made {b so prettily 


“Have you ever bad your portrait painted |” 
he asked, the question belong the result of his 


musing. 

She shook her head. 

"If I were a good artist 1 should like to paint 
you as the incarnation of youth and innocence, 
You should wear a white gown, and be crowned 
with a diadem of lilies,” he sald, and in this 


zone might perhaps be found the secret of 
a she was begloning to exercises over 


All bie life long he had looked on bimselt, and 
been looked upon by other people, as Sir Rapert’s 
heir ; and before he left there had been 
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the 
very low Indeed. Al! the time he 
it an exalted estimate of what his 
ff ever he had one—should be, 
very first requirement of the ideal was 
parity and Innocence that seemed as in- 
le from Mildred as its scent from a 


FEEEE 
sit 
fre 


gf 


sald, “ When 


‘IT think not! I rarely or never depart from 

ete ae Soe wero 

to them w a pertinacity my 

enemies call ‘ obstinate pigheadedness’! By the 

same rule my a are very strong, and I 
ble ” 


may say ineradica 
“TI hope I shall not become the victim of one 
of them!” 
“You need not be sirald—there is most 
no danger of that!” 
hy reserve them for the masculine sex, 


* Well, yee—with one exception |” 

“And is that an old woman or a young 
one}” 

“She is young.” 

“Poor thing!” said Mildred, who had had 
the same feeling, while putting these questiony, 
as @ man when he walks on the edge of a 


\ (20 be continued.) 











THE MOST NUTRITIOUS. 


EPPS'S 


GRATEFUL~—COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


BREAKFAST—SUPPER. 
NNYROYAL 


WLESTS"PILLS 


‘QUICELY CORRECT ALT, IRREGULARITING, REMOTE ALI, 
OBSTRUCTIONS, and relieve the distressing wyrnntoms en 
prevalent with the sex, Boxres,i/ld & 2/9 (contains three 
times the quantity), of all Chemists. Sentanyw 
on receipt of 15 or 84 stampe, by E. T. TOWLE & Co 
Manufacturers, Dryden St., Nottingham ™ 
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Reware of Imiiations, injurious anc 























ROYAL AJAX CYCLES 


Ox Mowtety Payments, 
Enormous stock. New and 
secondhand, From 102, 
MONTHLY. Carriage paid, 
\j/ Free wheels and rim brakes. 
’ Tlliustrated Price 
Liste Post Free TO 
Britisa Cycre ManvrFac- 
tTuRING Co,, 45, Everton Road, Liverpool. 
(Bstablished 1887.) 
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WIDOW WELCH S > 
FERMALE! PRS. of 


Awarded Certificate of Merit for the cure of Lrreguiarities, 
Anemia, and all Female Complaints. They Lave che approval of 
the Medical we Bqvem i The only ceauulne 
and original are aie Paper Wrappere. Boxes, is. isd. aud 
9s. 94., of al) Chemists, 3s. ¥4. box contains tlree times the 





ila, 
Or ¥. Loy or 34 stamps, by the matere, C. aud @. REAB fay, 
17, North Street, Westminster, Sold in the Colonies 














o _THE NEW BELLOWS O° 


“No shape but this oan please your 
dalocy eye.” —Sekeapeare. 
wee MODELS. 

ERFECT FIT. 
GUARANTEED WEAR. 


7YaR 


DIAGONAL SEAM 


CORSETS. 


Will mot slit in the Seame nov sear 
in the Padrice, 

Made in White, Black, and 
alithe Fashionshie Colours and 
Shades in Italian (loth, Satin, 

and Goutil 
41, 5/ll, 6/i1, 7/1) 
per pair and upwards, 
Sa at tan ee MEDALS. 
fier i iv principal Drapess 
| a and Ladies Outfitters, 
















Tue ordinary beer glass ts regulated by law in 
Bavarie, and must hold exactly half a lite, ox 
nearly nine-tenths of a pint, 
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eal 
Taw house ts on fire!” cried tha tenor, Sonu: "I noticed that you planed « 
FAOCETLE. The audience must be dismissed as quickly es PB nncacynr Aye ang, Page reer 
ah poeatb! e.” ‘AN eight," replied the mamhger. office.” Mrs. Tempest: “ Yeo, I covered the 
ite Even up to a balloon”, “Met No; but anal! nothing about. the fire, Go ont ‘sad | spot where a button has been torn off for overs 
ave been fa love.’’ 
ie ‘ “Way, old mad, I aido’s think she would} "Do you known whet makes moue 
Hossanp: “Does Jack know Miss Pi utterly refuse yout” “Wall, tv was about the scarce?” asked the man who was akiog 


treet’ Wits: “Tr belisve nob, for he has 






























same thing.” “How act” “She sald she was Inflammatory speech om social aabjects, ‘ Y 
hee to waarry hin. willing to walt for me until I coald support | sit,” anewered a man in the front row. ‘It's 
Teacuxe: “Do you know what a franchise { her,” sitting here Usteniag to you, fnstead of going 


ist” Pupil: “Nob exactly ; bat I know it’s) stron wae asked if be believed ta aecond love. 
comathing you grab. ' “ Faith, au’ I do!" anid be, “It you have s 
Eutex: “She'd look bebter without so mack d of im't fs wate? An’ when that | ts 
powder and couge om.’ George: “Yeas she Frgone, don’ you want snotber’s and (sn's thet 
ae HS, sige EY 
FIBER & am al arte . on a 
jog a hosband, { geatifies her to reed ta the Tes Baws: “I suppose all yout oy tom?” 
8 > envious at your good fortune, aren t suey, Tom t 
papers that she was“ lod'to the altar. The Bridegroom : “ Yeu, I suppose so. As we 
Jovks: “Doctor, my wife has lost her volce ; left the church I heard Jim Grace saying it was 
phat can Ido about tt?" Doctor :, “Go home too bad for poor Tom.” 
iste some vight.” Hossann: ‘What! No lee thie sweltering 
Misa Baaconstneet: “Do you:belleve in sarly weather? Didn't’ the iceman leave any!” 
auarrieges{"' Mise Lakeside: " Yos, indeed, The Wite: “He left plenty, bat that new gicl has 
earifier she oftener,’’ been keeping she refrigerator open all day tocooi 
Mrs. G (as her husband departs for his club) : off the kitehen.” ” 
“If you're ony. later than midnight, I shen’t| Janet (indignantly): "What do you think ! 
epeak to gout” G: "I hope you won't Will Slowgo told me last alght if he had haifo 
earl” chance he would kiss ms.” Kitty (sympas- 
“ Doxs your family sympathise with you when thetically): “ That was real meen of him, wasn’t 
gou bave insomaist” “Yes, When I can’t 1b, when he knew he kad « whole chance, aud 
alsep I sit ap oll night and practise on my | 3% couldn't divide lst” 
eecordion.” Mes Newwen (handing tramp several bie- 
Mroriixss : "Bridget, you'en beens long time | cults): “Here, say’ poor mandy, are some of my 
ja coming ;. didn’s you hear me calling *"” home-made biscuits; you will find the saw and 
Eddeat: No, ma'am, not till yer called the | the axe In the woodshed.” Tramp (closely 
third tolm, ma’am.” ae > bisealts):. Are they as bad as 
He: “After the encouragement have mause ”* 
even  setnigcnde te decline may oftee’” ‘*be : Mrs Tucker: ‘Tommy, what makes you #0 
“Pp, lols; bud I'm sare my acceptance of late ”’ Tommy : “ Head some words with the 
sour offer would also be rued.” meager ew mi get on te tee ee 
Srecus: “Twas; awtelly nervous when re, ‘Tacker: “Tou had words. oe 
pn ° Mende: span ot or ytherraalnes J teacher t Tommy: " Yee'at. [ conldn’t spell 
Scola: “Mo; Dweeatealdnomeone would come | Sr, , ; 
in and taterrupt him.” : ail ; ross it's all ‘hd, ; auld was Cumfros. 
“Ts maa fefieenced “But ft doesn’t seem : y 4 down’ 
cmseuuatiel cHamph | Ot sanoatie eetoge seem fair?” ‘For Matilda to scold because I 
& maa money he can make his own environ- want to eat my dinner io my shirb sleeves. I 
word pn amar yds alow fer og 
© You p n ven'b any atall.” ; 
aighad. J BM on oe ee ee a Tax music teacher saked,— What does tt 
don’t care aboot that, The point with me fa— mean when you seo f over 6 bart" | Fors, 
aon I the Iast girl you are ever going to love }” answered one of the pu; as Lor pet Pr da 
Liny: “Ewish to get a bi © for mean when you ace ft aaked the teacher. 
me hesvand,” Clerks," How loag soareled !” | ge enaae. eighty 1" sald the bright boy of 
Lady: *T . :* rae 
ae cae oon MEP, os beet a he 
Loe: : "3 party, Oa re 8 0 
okie .MWs haar gttig, Se 8 emt prea, Ai tie pace Une gf 
the abject | Lula: “P don't know yet, but chair, Aili the other girls langied, be hong: hell 
Cll tell you all about ft after I'm Initiated.” Pe hit ae laugh!" "Coane Tyres 
one that off.” 
cunge? reek thee. Te chloroform | . «Ys, he started « hotel, and he's made s is 
old man first I suppose t” First Barglar: “ Not too, You know the old. qutablished pan —— 
for your life. The baby first.” edprane ery bony “ a aa Sw “4 
Pedy oe rome ae eee of tan | advertived ls place 20 ‘g hotel without the dis- 
the other, ‘He made everybody so sleepy they sa nu 


Mes Hanovrrs: 0 John, les Seek, Mary 
to young. " Me appe: 
“Eh, I mast object reg or “ What! eres 
cracy?” “Not as all; it we don’s makes 
bluff at objecting vo it his will - consider 
ns of no sccount,.and cali him off.” 
Pavstoras : " Miss Anna, I prescribed aoshing 
but the Mghtest of food for your father, and 
here you are gisiag hist sone hard-boiled oggs.” 
Mies Anna: ‘Yes, I know; aud that's the 
reason I'm rig: amp hard-boll ‘eggs ; they're 
lighter to cook U soything I know of.” 


‘‘Tue~woman of to-day,” says the youthial 
boarder, ‘does not know what. she wauts,” 
‘The woman of today, youne man,” sald the 
savage bachelor, ‘‘ fs the woman of ony 
other old day—she wants anything, as soon os 
she finds out ebe cannot get {b.” 


“Tia burglar,” sald the cltizen, “ lighted 
prylour matches all sboub the house, bat 
evidently be knew how to strike them without 
making a noise, for we are all ight aad 
none of us awoke.”. "Ab!" eafd the tive, 
© Beldently « married man i" 

Mas. Grar; “Strange that you should c 
aulb De, Jalap when your lusbaad fs 6 phy- 
wiclan.” Mre, Black: “I find ft more helpfa 
to constlt Dr, Jalap. When I begin to tell iim 
about my bad feelings, he always asks me to put 
out my tongue. But my husband only tells me 
to hold ft.”* 

So you are, learning to spell, are you, 
Johnny?” asked the youthful abudent’s grand- 
mother, ‘‘Yes, grandma," was the reply. 
« Well,” anid she, ‘Ist me hesr you spell brenda 


lithle feflow, "but E think If I had a email pleoe 
of cake I could spell that.” 


Jowes: “You aed to complain that your 

wife was constantly asking you for money.” 

Peck : “Ob, that was when we were first 

"All thats chavged now.” Jomte: 

She doesn't do {t any more?” Henry Peck: 

(Mo, 1 ask her for tt, when I cam sum up 
sv fficlent courage.” 


Me Scoustaa, how long have you been 
coming to see me!” said the girl fn the pink 
blogse as they walked the pler at Ryde. 

‘Abowd six years, Miss May, Why!" 
“Nothing; only I bad 4 little ment with 
mamma about ft -this morning- thought 
ip was seven. or ight, Im's iba beautiial 
evening ” 


On. 


—_— 


- > 8 
couldn't talk tack.” hen iagea oe mene MOS 5 are & (To soufidential clerk) : “Ie Mand t, 
Ma, Borssr: ‘It that young man’s coming | ft is twenty youre since I was fo  maneic hay.” | sount” Clerk, book -onadhe 
hare to Pong ou qe day in the week, you had | Musle Hall Artist (vegretinily): And I'm — sir.” ae put the <are through 
bet } of inom th’ a , 
acter give him @ bint to come after supper.” | certain, guvnor, it's twenty yoars since I waain ort + my aes ee ea ye elton: 


Lies Banaby : “T don’t think it Becessary, p® | @ bank.” 

Thad ‘ what he comes after, Wire (ho bas been struck by 4 bicyclist) : 
Mes Maeses: "How pecuilar your hasband | + Never mind, deac; don't makea seene of It,” 

ects} to-night. Is he intoxicated 3” Mrs. | Husband : " What! Do you think I'll lev him go 

Weeks: ‘‘ No ; and that accounts for his pe- | without saying what I think!” Wite: © BatI'm 

cular conduct, It's the first time ba bas been | nob really hart,” Husband: ' That. doesn't 


“As goon ss we can arrange the desirability of 
the varfous the se we will let you know the 
cosalt, Good-day, alr.” 


Ir was a discontaging answer that was made 
to the doting parents of a country boy, who had 


eober for years, . matter, Alittle more and he might have run | gone to New York under the patronage of © 

ey {bes opinion of my plotare bas been | into me.” , After he had ere for 
asked, after a long panse): “ there fs} 9 Miss Awriques '* You ougat to geb married, a fortafght the mother wrote. to 6 em 
co way of waebing all the paint off, ts there, {f| mer, Olachapp.” Me. Ousheop (estpentiy) eT | ployer, saying that her son wae no hand to wrive 
you want to use the canvas to put somet have wished many times lately that I had » was anxious to know how he ws 
eiee on FT wife.” Mise Antique (delighted): ‘Have you, | getting “ And do tell me where be sloep) 

Mauma: “Bobbie, I notice that your little really?” Mr, O > “Yeu If I had «| at bt,” she pleaded, earnestly, ab the end of 


alater took the small apple, Did you let her | wife, ahe'd probably have a sewing machine, and 
have her choice, as I told. you tot” Bobble : thocening Sahin a= have an ofl can, and 
« Yes; I told her she could have the little one | T could 

oz none, and she chose the little one,” horribly.” 


the: letter. ‘To.thls vhe grocer made anewer 
within a few days,—" Your sot sleeps in he 
I don't know where be 
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SOCIETY. 


Tix Grand Dake and Grand Dachess of Heese 
are expected to make a long visit to the Emperor 
and Empress cf Russia In the sutuma, 

‘KEN MARGHERITA bas the most beantifal 

cle in the world. The wheels are of gold, 
and ‘the frame te richly inlaid with jewels and 
mother-of-pearl. 

PRnck ALEXANDER OF BatrenserG, eldest 
sone of Princess Beatrice, who has been ad 
Wallington Oollege since Easter, is to stay there 
tor a year, when he Will jofo the tralaing ship 
Britannia at Dartmouth, with a viewto his 


cr refit pine her vaoey 7 
self mous tT! 

vate era. He has One that belcngéd to 
Tenageon, one of Browning's, of Swinburne’s, of 
Hardy’s, and fifty or sixty more, including a 
curious Inkstand once the property of Robert 


Tue idtest cr @ ladies who ate 
craze amon who ate eager 
for seme new means of time ls to “walk 


log \ 

self-respect or. dignity of 

wiiion, while it farbersore crowds = 

"tas Deak nn of Conaangh atom Hoxie 
Spores en 


aT 


a 
The grounds are beautiful por gh Mca ot) 
there 2 Sab labew. et zy ¢ 7 i.e 
Iv the K comes to Hapland sexi month 
ot Wet knot et with her three 
te it cer tar he te” Degen 
acquaintance, he Her Majesty bas naver eeén the 
only daughter of ber 
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STATISTICS. 


AxzouT 1,560,000 persons are employed in the 
coal-mines of the world. 
aren are 20,000 different kinds of butter- 


THE average watch is composed of 175 differen 
pieces, 

Tur Hoiperor of Austria ts pald £2400 a 

day for governing akingdont containing 41,000,000 
subjects, ‘ 
! "Moscow has the largest hospital In Earope, 
with 7,000 beds, There are 96 physicians and 
800 purses, and about 15,000 te are cared 
for annually. : 





are there; 


Iv ts a perilous 


to have 
acting rightly. Feeling ts given 


‘lactlon, If feeling be suffered to awake without 


‘passing Into duty, the character becomes untrue, 


HOUSEHOLD TREASURES. 


Dry Peas ro Bori.—The’ peas you ate using 
must be very old ; I never heard the like of what 
‘ou say ; I may say, however, that you may. take 
pasarule that soaking anything In salt and 
Sed nad so pretante baie eee a geee 
60 prevents it 4 peas 

all night, wash and boll without salt for two 
hours ; I would almosb say more ‘bolling 
than would make them broken; do try some 





: Half. pint 


hisak the whites of the add to the 
cream. Whisk well lr half an hour), 
i Layee sad risés; and laying ft on a 
to dr When 
riken have ready some custard-g or 
filled about quarter fall with ‘any wine or well- 


flavoured custard, Fill up the glass with froth, 
and serve, | 

Sweet Mm: Sconss.—Two breakfesicaps of 
one — of om wg one 
dessertspoonful of sugar, one teaspoonful car- 
bounte of eoda,two teaspoonfals cream of tartar, 
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has | vitality, A case fs recorded of an 


ar Jig dtl ys b the 


j tion, 
| miles in length by fourteen in breadth, le famous 
| fordte pecullari 





MISOELLANEOTS. 


JAPANESE schoolboys are taken into the foresie 
by their teachers, one day In the autumn, io 
engsge in rabbit-hunting, 

Ir fs the habit of Arotic dogs to burrow under 
the snow, cur] ap Into the smaliest possible bulk 
and thus eleep, 

Tare tipvof the tongue is chiefly sensible to 
pungent and acid tastes, the middle portion % 
sweete or bitters, while the back ie confined 
sutirely to the flavours of roast meate snd fatty 
substances. 

Rounwine ad right angles with the Orange River 
(South Africs) are mighty downs of red sand, 
which extend for miles into the vash deser? of the 
Kalahari, There are few wells, and some produce 
horse sickness, 

Liquips placed in vessele of unglazed gerthen~ 
ware ate: quickly cooled, The reszon is thad the 
porous earthenware quickly becomer ssturzted, 
and the evaporation fiom !te surince causes It vo 
become quite cold, 

CLOVER Mekness—a common disease that often 
ruins clover crop:—has caused German eclentists 
to make experiments, They now say thit farmers 
wil) aoon be able to inoculate thelr land ‘tish a» 
human belogs may be treated, 

Tux Armenians claim to, be the most anciead 
nation..on the, earth. . They.are doubtless, jike 
other Aryan. xacer, of the line of Japhet, They 
have often been compared with the Hebrewe, and 
they exhibit Semitic characteristics, 

A NEW snapshot: camera enables the operator 
to takes phote of hie victint: without. raising 
suspicion as to hie intent, . The operator seems 
to be gaving off in another direction, while 

thé aide of the inetrriivent the photo js 
tranemitted, 

Tae most megaificent tomb fn the world ie 
deemed tobe the palace Temple of Karnak, 
occupying an area of nine acres, or twice that of 
St. Pe at Roms; The teniple space is a poet's 
dream of gigantic colurtins, beantifal cotrts, and 
wondrous avennes of aphinzes, 

Tux custom: of women fn Japan ab marriage 
giving their teeth an everlasting coating of black- 
Ing le practiesd' by only a- small percen > but 
there are still seer in‘ the cities hundreds of 
women hideous with black tvory, and dentiete” 
show-case¢ contain sete of black teeth 

Tee hotiesh mines {n the world are ihe Com- 
atock. Qn the lower levels the heat iz eo great 
that the men. can only work from ter to ifteen 
minutes ab a time. Every koown meauw ‘of 
mitigating the heat has been’ tried tp vain. 
Ice mélte ‘before fb hae reached the bottom of 
the shaft, 

Tr suall (s blessed with great powers. of 
Hgyptian deserd 
snail which came to life apon being immersed in 
warm water after having passed four years giaed 
to a card im the English masenm: Some species, 
in the Fame, ys of a certain meng revived 
after | spparently been d or Sitesn 
years ; and. snails; having been frozen for weeks 
in solid blocks of ice, have recovered apov belng 
thawed ont The egge are os hard to destroy a 
the snat! iteelf, sear perfectly indifferent 
to freezing, and have beer: known to prove pro- 
ductive after having been shrivelled tp In an oven 
to the semblance of graiue.of sand. 

Tee Danish teland’ of Bornholm, in the Baltic 
Sea, is eo magtetic ac to be & danger to uaviga- 
Tae island, which measures about twenty 


theely of magnet! ge ~o ioe . Is 
entirely te, Ite magnetic infiaence 
feit aba distance of ten and ao palpably, 
thad on the isiand being sighted, mariners on ihe 
Baltle at once discontinne eteering thelr conrse 
b Arcdremne son op en insvead bo ay eee 
thousee an bs 09 i by which to direct 
‘ie craft. The isle Soractena, io Brasil, is 
another place of the same description, and one 
reacon for {te abancdoument to Pract! wae ite ndver 
unfitness fora velegraphic station owlug io ite 


‘J atropg magnetic character, 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


M. M.—The next leap year will be 1904, 

A. K,—Morally the marriage would be wrong. 

I, J The Prince Imperis] was killed in the Zulu 
war. 


Tocs ~Apply at Inland Revenue Offices, Waterloo. 
piace. 


©. B.—Yon should get the information from the War 
Offi ca. 


Heacwaan.—You cannot marry her while ber hus- 
band fs altvs. 

Mec.—A newspaper is invaluable. It is also & good 
window cleaner 

Grawt.—Major-General Hector Macdonald is married 
and has a famtly. 

Gerarp.—It should not be difficult; write to the 
secretary of the society. 

Jonsny.—There are no special licenses in Scotland ; 
that is an Eoglish institution. 

EB. §.—The will must be proved, but it is not abso- 
intely necessary to employ a solicitor. 

1. L.—The statistics which are available at most 
Mbraries will afford you the information. 
Bessrs.—Oxallc acid diluted with water, more or less 
of the latter, according to circumstances. 

Crarns.—Nothing is better than salt and water; 
brush the articles well with « stiff nall-brush. 

G. M—Uniese the article is redeemed within the 
legal time allowod the puwnbroker may sell it. 


5. M.—Law does not require a man to anything 
whahpvar tomate the alebeabase 08 @ staptamtnes 


R. J.—The leader or teacher of any recognised reli- 
gtouse sect cau legally perform ceremony of marriage. 

Worrstas.—We cannot recommend book fin par- 
tleular. Apply to one of the large booksellers. 


ii t means the right to make and 
cal coples of any book, painting, musical pecan Frey 
a 


Oncaa.—The national flag of the Transvaal is red, 
wiuise and Dies hertatntel etnies, wilh © gree vertical 
pe. 
Biavay.—-A few of parsffic fn the shoe blacking 
+ al polish, thus saving time and 
rubbing. 


Querist.—Certainly the maiden mame, because the 
wooan is restored to the position she oocupled before 
marriage. 

gotten ol "freedom of the hss carries bo 
TRAE PENS “Se Come, aa “honour” 
pure and simple. : 


a ee ea eee 
may holding wrong « above 
steam of hot water. 

A. D.—We do not publish the addresses of tradesmen, 
wholesale or retail, Uonsult the directories of the 
towus in which they reside. 

Sxaracs.—Ooocoa-butter gently frictioned into them 
two or three times a week helps to darken and promote 
growth. Vaseline is equally good. 

A. N —Yes, tight lacing would certainly account for 
pts pote § and the reault of 
indigestion ta frequently a 

L. J.—The marriage of a minor, ho irregular 
contracted, iz lewal until set aside by the judge, eet 
ne ee Ey eee ee eee w or them- 

ves, 


2. &.—AU the sons and 


daugh share 
daughters is dead, and 
equal 


Hatry.—-Pour boiling water over ees | stand for 
a few minutes, drain weter off you will find 
that the stones can be quickly and easily equeezed out 
from the avem end. 


Pso.—Tea stains on napkins or tablecloths 
removed by plun them into ammonia water. 
ammontis evapo rapidly. The water should 
soon. after . 

Mamrs.—A good powder used with proper care 
harminl, but every trace of it should be washe 
— eae ee treme By soe oben ane eee Sree 
ing powder u wider, W vi oom- 
pleuion On u Uhert een, ’ sal 


; dry with so't linen towel and apply some 
simple fan$ creaca, 


Onxron.—- Whiting, mized toa soft paste with water, 
to which a drop or two of ammonia has been added, 
excellent for cleaning mirrors. Rub it on with a soft 
divth, let dry, dust off with a clean duster, and give s 
final rub with a clean chamois or silk duster. 


Bouutx.—Take equal parta of ripe frolt and granulated 
anger put in a porcelain kettle, layer upon layer, cover 
and ist stand over night. To every of straw- 
berrice allow one half-pint of red onrrant jules; boll 
gently, straining woll until the syrup fa rich. 





P ly instead of 
soap when washing the face o improves a greas 
skin w sapally.* Rud well with the leuam. then 
Dry Oe Ay nnd gts staal cub caus Gok chee 
y, ve a ra a 
Suntan, . 


AwrEwarp Ow —Hastern women owe much of their 
erect and gracefu! to their habit of balancing 
loada and water jugs on their heads. A most excellent 
exercise is to place a light weight, such as a book or 
amall basket, upon the haad, and to practise walking 
about the room, keeping it balanced. 


second cousin is loosely 
to the son or daughter of a first consi, more 


LOVE'S REMEDY 


© Ts there anything,” sald Phyll's, 
she sat red apples peeling, 


ydon. 
we ," asked Phyllis, 
While her eyes were part revealing, 
Part concealing, 
Love's unspoken benison. 
* Ta there that helps us, 
When 


the Seas ewiftly fleeting, 


Rad 
Ugl in one’s face— 
16 Weeds ougthtnes thas caves 00, 
“sa meeting o_o ’ > 
Records of departing grace?” 


* Always aisaple,” spoke her lover, 
As he watebed the soft cheeks glowing, 


the bow!. 
ple,” aatd ber lover, 
his vetna the hot blood dowing, 
bt knowing 
How his heart could bear contro’. 
ss you, sweetheart, how the blossoms, 
Deg be Sv the sun's love feeling, 


I erapmemny 1 ae 

see from them, grew in grace? 

soetmainh, tate tae, 
my true love to you kneeling, 


Life u ig, 
Kies the wrinkles from your face." 


, expressed 
billion is 
. = - a ho pape al pene wg 
multiplied by « million—expressed by 


ninsteen 
; or, if tt is more tate'l'zibdle say, a billion multi- 
plied by a million, 





Hirva.—Your only course ts to inform the gentle. 
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PSR, Sree, and Printed by Wooprati & Knvvse, 
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FRY’S ccna COCOA 
275 Gold Medals and Diplomas. 
N-B.—Asx speoully oR “ Fry’s PURE CONCENTRATED.” 
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FP. CHARLES REIN & SON, 


Sole Inventors and Makers of the World-Renowned 


AURAhML INSTRUMENTS. 


Nine Prize Medals. 
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TO BE HAD ONLY AT THE 


PARADISE FOR THE DEAF, 
108 & 108a, Strand, London, 


ara 42 PRESTON STREET, BRIGHTON. 


Botties 
Sold 
Everywhere, 


The Cure for Skin Diseases, Eruptions, 


Biotshes, Eczema, Acne, Disfigure- 
ments. Makes the Skin Clear, Smooth 


Suppie, Healthy. 


PEP ER’S cm RT a Grate Polish. 


QUININE AND IRON EASY WORK 


CRI r iby 
GR ~ & Drew 7 
CRF EN f 
GREAT DIG-STIVE STRENGTE ! or oervants. 
Promotes Appetite, Cures Dvapepsia, t 
HEiveteria. Nervous Compleinte, &c, R h Eee re oe 





en 
Se rs Se — 
. wee awa + ~-- . = 
Sat Reser fe Oe ree a at te = 


MELE 





7 ee 
7 























of Literature, Science, Art, an® General Enformation. 





PART 475. VOL. LXX#V.—OCTOBER, 1900. 





CONTENTS. 












ethane 
33 NOVELETTES. VARIETIES. 
4 \} PAGE 
‘Bi } 
SS: Mi ~— } Pogrry eee ods se we «. 431, 455 479 504 
<n Vca\’ Fan Avove Rusigs .. =. ar RSS e we 481 | ’ 
% ) Me. Cramarson’s Tauacusrr—... we ane 409 |: Faceria pet Pita, sR 429, 453, 477, 502 
4 f Mes, Dutx’s Compayion .... + 5a a + 457 | Soorgrey i pe ; ; -» 430, 454, 478, 503 
‘A cvleiminente STavTisTics ss... = wee oes +» 430, 454, 478, 503 
SRRIAL STORIES. | ee ae ee (Tw 
A Szcrer Six shee Tod Say: Yebe 441 465 489 
Bor Nor Ove Bsarrs.... ys ba me 473 497 HouskHoLy TrReasuRES. ose » 430, 454, 478, 503 
] Se perska toon mt 4 es ae | MISCELLANKOUS wre ate ane tne 480, 454, 478, 608 
Sm Rorsers Wut ... Shy A Jas a 426, 449 
Tus Musrezss or Lynwood... .. .. $21, 446, 469, 493 | Notices tro Consesronpents _.,, » 481, 465, 479, 504 











PRICE SIXPENCE. 





7 , LONDON: 
PUBLISHED AT THE OFFICE, 26, CATHERINE ST., STRAND. 


AND OF ALL BOOKSELLERS. 





























SR et geese oe tee 














SO eerie mee near 






a ee 

















er eer wn 
~ oa Se Se i 









eee ener 























taxing eae eA a ne 8 eee HO ide th ety ad cues! 
Sats Perot sak hes ae SEE esa i =. .; Se ee ee Z s 


| 
> q 
ft 1 
44 
sat 
77 . 
if § 
t 
; 
4 
ie 
a 
ot 
, ar 
if 
ty 
 & 
“a y 
al 


j <4 7 Y 





26, 36, 6. & 106 (PRIVATELY PACKED). 
, BRODIE, 4] MIYSEUM STREET, LONDON 
Established 1863, Once Tried, Always Used. 
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Quickly correct all 
os, remove 

ie tiereetnes and 
relieve the distressing 


Boxes 1s. 144. & 2s. 9a. (the 
latter contains three times 
the roe ort all Chemists. 
Sent anywhere on receipt of 
i5or34stamps by B.T. TowLe 
& Co,, Manufacturers, Dry- 
den Street, Nottingham. 
Beware of imitations injarious & worthiess ! 














FOR YACANT ape Pe ea on this COVER 


spvenseniee a MANAGER, 
26, Catherine Street, Strand, London. W.C. 


AN OPTICAL ILLUSION! 


SEE ME TAKE A 


WHELPTON’S 
PILL. 


Keep your eye on the pill, draw the picture gently towards y PES Sah tee with Joa 
face until the pill disappears in the monk’s mouth, 


THE BEST FAMILY MEDICINE. 
THE BEST LIVER PILL. 

THE BEST CURE FOR INDIGESTION. 
BEST PREVENTIVE OF SEA SICKNESS. 
73d., 1/13, and 2/9, of all Chemists. 

Pree by Post in the United Kingdom for &, 14, or 33 Stampa, 
G. WHELPTON & SON, 
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MAKES TIN LIKE SILVER. 


Monkey Brand 


COPPER LIKE GOLD. 
WINDOWS LIKE CRYSTAL. 
BRASSWARE LIKE MIRRORS. 
CROCKERY LIKE MARBLE. 
PAINT LIKE NEW. 


THE WORLD'S MOST RAPID CLEANSER 


“Mr. Kruger’s Ultimatum is an 


AND POLISHER. 


Unpolished Document” WILL DO A DAY'S WORK IN AN HOUR. 


Vide ‘Datly Press. 


Won’t Wash Clothes. 


LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED, 


PORT SUNLIGHT, CHESHIRE. 





